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Legislation and Policy  

When considering the impacts of proposals to improve a building’s energy efficiency, the Council 

must take into consideration the statutory duties set out in Section 16(2), 66(1) and 72(1) of the 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. This places a duty on the Council to 

ensure that the special architectural and historic interest of listed buildings and conservations 

areas is preserved. 

 

The Council also must take into consideration the National Planning Policy Framework. When it 

comes to energy efficiency improvement that require planning or listed building consents to be 

submitted to the Council, an emphasis is placed on considering the need to support energy 

efficiency and low carbon solutions in historic and traditional buildings (paragraph 164). However, 

any proposals seeking to improve energy efficiency and carbon emissions must also meet the 

requirements of building conservation set out in chapter 16 of the NPPF.  

 

Chapter 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework states that listed buildings and conservation 

areas are an irreplaceable resource and should be conserved in a way which is appropriate to their 

significance (paragraph 195). This significance must be taken into consideration by the Council, and 

when considering an application to avoid or minimise any conflict between the proposal and the 

conservation of the listed building or conservation area. The Council must give great weight to the 

conservation of a listed building or conservation area (paragraph 205) and where it is identified 

that harm would be caused to a listed building or conservation area because of an application, the 

Council must take into consideration the public benefits of the proposal (paragraph 207-208). 

 

There are other regulations, such as the Building Regulations, which an application must also 

comply with. It is important that these are identified before submitting an application. 

National Legislation and Policy 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

Government guidance on the Historic Environment (PPG) 

https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/
http://www.cotswold.gov.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65a11af7e8f5ec000f1f8c46/NPPF_December_2023.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/conserving-and-enhancing-the-historic-environment
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Local Policy 

Local Plan 2011 to 2031 

Cotswold design guidance 

Building Regulations 

Government advice on Building regulations approval 

Building Regulations Approved Documents 

Approved Document L – Conservation of fuel and power 

Approved Document F - Ventilation 

Approved Document O – Overheating 

Useful Documents (for building professionals) 

BS 7913:2013 Guide to the conservation of historic buildings  

PAS 2030:2023 Installation of energy efficiency measures in existing dwellings 

PAS 2035:2023 Retrofitting dwellings for improved energy efficiency 

PAS 2038:2021 Retrofitting non-domestic buildings for improved energy efficiency  

 

Statements of Heritage Significance: Historic England Advice Note 12 

Listed Building Consent: Historic England Advice Note 16 

The Setting of Heritage Assets: Good Practice Advice  

Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the Historic Environment: Good Practice Advice 

Local Heritage Listing: Historic England Advice Note 7 

https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2011-to-2031/
https://www.cotswold.gov.uk/planning-and-building/cotswold-design-guidance/
https://www.gov.uk/building-regulations-approval/when-you-dont-need-approval
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/building-regulations-and-approved-documents-index
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/662a2e3e55e1582b6ca7e592/Approved_Document_L__Conservation_of_fuel_and_power__Volume_1_Dwellings__2021_edition_incorporating_2023_amendments.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ventilation-approved-document-f
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/overheating-approved-document-o
https://knowledge.bsigroup.com/products/guide-to-the-conservation-of-historic-buildings?version=standard
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/insights-and-media/insights/brochures/pas-2030-installation-of-energy-efficiency-measures-in-existing-dwellings/
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/insights-and-media/insights/brochures/pas-2035-retrofitting-dwellings-for-improved-energy-efficiency/
https://knowledge.bsigroup.com/products/retrofitting-non-domestic-buildings-for-improved-energy-efficiency-specification?version=standard
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/statements-heritage-significance-advice-note-12/heag279-statements-heritage-significance/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/listed-building-consent-advice-note-16/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa2-managing-significance-in-decision-taking/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/local-heritage-listing-advice-note-7/

