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CDC CIL Strategic Infrastructure Fund: Frequently Asked Questions
This FAQ may be expanded in future as we respond to any further clarifying questions on the new bidding process.
Who is eligible to apply?
The fund is open to eligible organisations that deliver strategic infrastructure for the public. Private individuals and profit-seeking organisations are not eligible to bid, subject to the specific exceptions set out in the published guidance for organisations providing public transport and utilities. 
Applicants should check the full eligibility requirements in the CDC Strategic Infrastructure CIL - Bidding Guidance Note before preparing a bid. Eligibility is considered at the validation stage, before an application proceeds to scoring.
Can CIL funding be used to purchase land?
Land purchase may be included as part of a wider infrastructure proposal. However, purchasing land by itself is unlikely to be considered eligible as a capital infrastructure project because the proposal must be focused on delivering infrastructure.
Where the necessary land or ownership arrangements are not already secured, this may also affect the assessment of the project’s deliverability and readiness. Applicants should therefore explain the relationship between the land purchase and the infrastructure that would subsequently be delivered.
Can a bid be made for staffing, feasibility or scoping work?
A proposal must be directly linked to infrastructure delivery. Scoping or feasibility work on its own is not eligible, although appropriate preparatory work may form part of a wider deliverable infrastructure project. Contingencies should also be excluded from the financial overviews provided.
Does a project have to be identified in policies SA1, SA2 or SA3 of the adopted local plan?
No. Under Criteria 1, the assessment is not limited to whether a project is expressly identified in SA1, SA2 or SA3.
Applicants should explain how their proposal supports the objectives and policies of the adopted Local Plan, referring to the particular policies, objectives, supporting text, growth areas or identified infrastructure needs that are relevant to their project. SA1, SA2 and SA3 may be relevant, but they are not the only parts of the Local Plan that may demonstrate alignment.
What information is required to address Criteria 2 on strategic importance?
Under Criteria 2, it is for the applicant to demonstrate the relative importance of the proposed infrastructure in Infrastructure Delivery Plan terms.
This may be easier where the project is identified in the 2016 Infrastructure Delivery Plan, but inclusion in that document is not the only way to provide evidence. Applicants may also refer to:
· the draft Infrastructure Delivery Plan prepared for the new Local Plan; or
· other proportionate evidence supporting their assessment of the infrastructure’s relative importance in IDP terms.
The explanation should address whether, and why, the infrastructure should be considered critical, essential or desirable, rather than simply state that the project is important.
Can officers advise whether a proposal is likely to succeed?
Officers can assist with clarification, eligibility, validation and understanding the documentary requirements. However, they cannot develop a bid for an applicant or provide detailed advice on how to improve it. Applicants remain responsible for demonstrating how their proposal meets the published requirements and scoring criteria. 
What information should accompany an application?
Applicants should use the published validation checklist. Among other matters, it asks for appropriate plans or visuals, clear financial information, evidence of financial governance, consultation with the relevant ward councillor and parish council, and evidence that the proposal is focused on infrastructure delivery. The level of detail provided will be a factor that informs the panel's assessment against the scoring criteria.
Once the decision is taken by Cabinet to allocate funds to a successful bid, the Council and organisation will enter into a funding agreement which will specify the agreed purposes, financial arrangements and reporting requirements as well as actions in the event of non-compliance. 
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