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AECOM has been commissionedto undertake anindependent sustainability appraisal (SA) in support
of CotswoldDistrict Council'semergingLocal Plan.

CotswoldDistrict Council (CDC)is currently preparing a new Local Plan to replace the Cotswold
DistrictLocal Plan2001-2011. The new Local Plan, which willcoverthe period to 2031, willbe the key
planning policy document for the districtand willguide decisions on the us e and development of land.
The Local Planwill be submittedto the Secretary of State and undergo anindependent Examinationin
Publiclaterin2017.

This SA Report accompanies the six-week period of consultation concentrating on Focussed
Changes to the Local Plan Submission Draft, which is being undertaken fromMonday 16" January to
27" February 2017. It updates the SA Report which accompanied Regulation 19 consultation on the
Local Plan undertaken between June and August 2016.

Keyinformationrelatingto the Local Planis presentedin Table 1.1.

Name of Responsible Authority CotswoldDistrict Council

Title of Plan CotswoldDistrict Local Plan

Subject Spatial plan

Purpose The Cotswold District Local Plan will set out the strategy for

the future growth within CotswoldDistrictinthe period to
2031. Itwill replace the saved poalicies of previous Cotswold
District Local Plan, whichwasadopted in April 2006.

Timescale To 2031
Area covered bythe plan Cotswolddistrict (see map below)
Summary of content The Cotswold District Local Planwill present the spatial

visionforthe district, strategic planningpolicies,
developmentmanagementpalicies, site specific allocations
and proposals maps.

Plan contact point Chris Vickery, Cotswold District Council, Trinity Road,
Cirencester, GL7 1PX

Email address: chrisvickery@cotswold.gov.uk

Telephone number: 01285 623544
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The Local Plan (Cotswold District Local Plan Submission Draft Reg. 19) underwent consultation
between June and August 2016. The Local Plan Submission Draft presented a development strategy,
allocations and planning policies for Cotswold Districtand a proposed monitoring framework for the
plan.

During consultation onthe Local Plan Submission Draft, a small number ofissues were raised through
representations. Inresponse to these, CDC has undertaken updatesto the plan, and taken the
decisionto undergo consultation ontheseinthe form of Focussed Changes'. This consultationis
being undertaken from Monday 16" January to 27" February 2017.

Following consultation, the Focussed Changes will be appended to the Local Plan Submission Draft
and submitted to the Secretary of State/ Planning Inspectorate for examination, with a view to both
being examined atthe same time.

This SA Report therefore accompaniesthe six-week period of consultation concentrating on
Focussed Changes to the Local Plan Submission Draft. ltupdatesthe SA Reportwhichaccompanied
Regulation 19 consultation onthe Local Plan Submission Draft undertakenin summer 2016.

SA considers and communicates the likely significant effects of an emerging plan,and the reasonable
alternatives considered duringthe plan making process, interms of key sustainabilityissues. Theaim
of SAis to informand influence the plan-making processwith a view to avoiding or mitigatingnegative
effects and maximising positive effects. Through this approach, the SA seeks to maximise the
emerging LocalPlan’'s contribution to sustainable development.

AnSAis undertakeninline withthe procedures prescribed by the Environmental Assessment of Plans
and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the SEA Regulations) which transpose into national law European
Union Directive 2001/42/EC 'on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on

the environment'. SA widens the scope of the assessment to also include socialand economic issues.

The SEA Regulations require thatan environmentalreportis publishedfor consultation alongside the
draft planthat'identifies, describes and evaluates the likely significant effects of implementing the
plan, and reasonable alternatives'. The environmental reportmustthen be taken into account,
alongside consultationresponses, when finalising the plan. This SA Report serves thatpurpose.

The 'likely significant effects onthe environment'include those indicated in Annex | of the SEA
Directive as 'including onissues such as biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil water,
air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological
heritage, landscape andthe interrelationship between the above factors'. Reasonable alternatives to
the plan need to take into consideration the objectives of the planand its geographic scope. The
choice of reasonable alternatives is determined by means of a case-by-case assessment’.

' Commission of the European Communities (2009) Report from the Commission to the Council, The European Parliament,
The European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the application and effectiveness of
the Directive on Strategic Environmental Assessment (Directive 2001/42/EC). (COMM 2009 469 final).
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In line with the SEA Regulationsthis SA Report must answer the three questions:
1. Whathas plan-making/ SA involved up to this point?
¢ Including withregardsto the consideration of ‘reasonable alternatives”.
2. Whatarethe appraisal findingsatthis current stage?

e j.e.inrelationtothepoliciescurrently proposedforthe Local Plan,as presentedinthe
Local Plan Submission Draftand accompanying Focussed Changes.

3. Whathappens next?
o Whatarethe next steps for plan making?

These questionsare derived fromSchedule 2 of the SEA Regulations, which set out ‘the informationto
be provided within the [environmental] report’.

Atthe current stage of plan-making, Cotswold District Councilis consulting on Focussed Changesfor
the Local Plan. This SA Reportis producedwith the intention of informing the consultation and
subsequent Examination.

This SA Reporthas been structured inthree Parts accordingto the three questions listedabove.

The SEA Regulations require that: When deciding on the scope andlevel of detail of the information
that mustbeincluded inthereport, the responsible authority shall consult the consultation bodies'. In
England, the consultation bodies are Natural England, the Environment Agency and Historic England.?
These authorities were consulted onthe scope of the Local Plan SAin 2008.

The Scoping Report presentedthree elements, as follows:

Animportant step when seeking to establish the appropriate scope of an SA involves reviewing the
sustainability contextfrom key policies, plansand programmes. From the SEA Regulationsitis
understood thatthereis a need to identify key international, regionaland local objectivesand issues.

The Scoping Reportalsoincluded a detailed baseline review which aids understanding of the current
and likely future situationin the plan area and therefore the identification and evaluation of ‘likely
significant effects’ associated with the emerging plan andreasonable alternatives.

The contextreview and baseline informationinitially includedinthe SA Scoping Reporthas been
periodically updated since 2008 and provides the information base for the appraisal. Appendix |
presents a summary of the updated contextreview and the baseline data.

Drawing on the review of the sustainability contextand baseline, the SA Scoping Reportidentified a
range of sustainability problems /issues that should be a particularfocus of SA, ensuringthatitdeals

2In line with Article 6(3).of the SEA Directive, these consultation bodies were selected because by reason of their specific
environmental responsibilities,[they] are likely to be concerned by the environmental effects of implementing plans and
programme”.’
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withthe mostimportant sustainabilityissues. Theseissueswere thentranslated intoan SA
‘framework’ of objectives and appraisal questions.

The SA Framework provides a benchmark or yardstick against which the sustainability effects of the
Local Planand alternatives can beidentifiedand evaluated based on a structured and consistent
approach. Inthis context, the objectives and decision making questions which comprise the SA
Framework provide a methodological framework for the appraisal of likely significant effects onthe
baseline.

The SA Frameworkand the appraisalfindingsin this SA Reporthave been presented under eight 'SA
themes', reflecting the range of information being considered through the SA process. Theseare;

e Environmental Quality

e Biodiversity

e (limateChange

e Historic Environmentand Landscape
e Land, Soiland Water Resources

e Populationand Communities

e Healthand Wellbeing

e Economyand Enterprise
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Environmental Quality Improve air, soiland water quality Maintain orimprove localair quality?
Promote remediation of contaminatedland?
Protectand improve thearea’'s chemical &biological water quality to help meet
the requirements of the Water Framework Directive?
Biodiversity Ensure thatthe district's natural environmentis Protectand enhance semi-naturalhabitats?
conserved and enhanced, improve biodiversityand Protectand enhance priority habitats, and the habitat of priority species
protecthabitats
Achieve a net gainin biodiversity?
Enhance biodiversity through the restorationand creation of well-connected
multifunctional greeninfrastructure?
Protectand enhance features of interest for geodiversity?
Supportaccess to, interpretation and understanding of biodiversity and
geodiversity?
Climate Change Cut down ondomestic energy consumption, Promote building design that reduces energy consumptionand enablesan
improve energy efficiency and increase renewable increaseinrenewable energy production, both at districtand micro level?
energy production

Encourage/enable improvementsto the energy efficiency of the district's
existing building stock?

Reduce greenhouse gas emissions?

Limittheincreaseinthe carbonfootprint of the districtfrompopulation
growth?

Promote the use of sustainable modes of transport, including walking, cycling
and public transportand reduce the need to travel?

Reduce flood riskresulting from new developments

Ensure thatno developmenttakes place inareas athigherrisk of flooding,
taking into the likely effects of climate change intoaccount?

Ensurethatflood riskis notincreased by new development?
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Sustainably manage surface water run-off, ensure that the risk of surface water
floodingis notincreased (either withinthe plan area or downstream) and where
possiblereduce floodrisk?

Improve greeninfrastructure networks inthe plan area to supportadaptationto
the potential effects of climate change?

Historic Environment and
Landscape

Protect, maintainand enhance the district's cultural

heritage resource includingits historic environment
and archaeologicalassets

Preserve and enhance buildings and structures of architectural or historic
interest?

Protect the historic settlement pattern and distinctive character of the towns
andvillagesinthedistrict?

Preserve and enhance the setting of cultural heritage assets?

Protectand enhance the characterand quality of
landscapes andtownscapes

Supporttheintegrity of the Cotswolds AONB?

Contribute towards localand national landscape character objectives forthe
area?

Promote the development of a high quality greeninfrastructure network?

Protectand enhance landscape and townscape features?

Help limit effects on tranquillity in the district?

Land, Soil and Water Resources

Minimise waste goingto landfill sites and promote
recycling and composting

Enable and promote further recycling activityand reduce
the amount of waste produced inthe district?

Encouragelocal community recycling, including new
developments?

Promote minimisation, reuse andrecycling of construction

materials and waste, including in conjunction with the provisions of the
Gloucestershire Waste Core Strategy?

Prudentuse of natural resources

Promote efficient use/reuse of waterresources?

Promote/increase the use of sustainable building design?
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Promote the use of previously developedland?

Avoid the development of the bestand most versatile agriculturalland?

In conjunctionwith the provisions of the Minerals Local Plan for
Gloucestershire, avoid sterilising potentially viable minerals sites?

Population and Communities

Enable balanced, inclusive communities to develop;
identify pockets of deprivation and social exclusion
and tacklethe problemsinthese areas

Enhance community cohesion and generalwell-being of
the district?

Promote social inclusion and community ownership?

Provide sites forbusinessand employmentwithin
communities?

Promote mixeduse, mixed housingtype and mixed tenure
developments?

Provide sites for community services andfacilities?

Mitigate against the potentially negative impact if
highnumbers of secondhomes canhave onlocal
communities

Promote the development of affordable housingforlocal people?

Help retainbasicrural services?

Promote sustainable transportand minimise
journeys by private car, especiallylongcommuting
journeys

Promote sustainable patterns of travel?

Reduce the need to travel through more sustainable patterns of landuse and
development?

Increase the self-sufficiency of the districtand reduce out-commuting?

Ensure the district's economic growthis equally
shared and promotes prosperity forall

Provide awiderange of employment opportunities?

Provide affordable housing?

Enablewide accessto further education/training opportunities?

Improve access to services, leisure/cultural
opportunities (including play, recreationinopen
spaces, parksand the countryside), employment

Improve accessibility to the various services and facilities within the District,
especially outside the market towns forthose withoutaccessto a private car?
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and training/FE

Provide anadequate supply of affordable decent
housing of different types and tenures to meetlocal

Improve the provision of affordable decenthomesatlocationswhere thereis a
demonstrable need?

needs Enablelocalresidents/youngpeople to remain within theircommunities?
Health and Wellbeing Make the most of, and enhance, the district's high Improve the area's overall health?
standard of livingin terms of healthand low crime — : , —
levels Promote accessibility to a range of leisure, health and community facilities, for
allage groups?
Encourage healthy lifestyles andreduce health inequalities?
Provide and enhance the provision of community access to green
infrastructure, inaccordance with national standards?
Improve access to the countryside for recreation?
Promote development which'designs out' crime and anti-social behaviour?
Economy and Enterprise Create opportunitiesfor the district's residentsto Allow the area’s tourismindustry to develop ina sustainable manner?

find employmentlocally; forlocal skillslevels to meet
the needs of local employers

Promote year-round working countryside?

Supportemployment provision within local communities?

Provideforthe needs of businesses (range of premises, services,
infrastructure, skilled workforce)?

Provide live & work units?

Enhance the vitality of local centres?

Promote skillsdevelopmentand participation in further education?

Create opportunitiesfora variety of businessesto

Provide workspace forlocally appropriate businesses?

AECOM
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flourishin the district; to widen the economic
footprint of the district

Encourage diversification into growth sectors, including the environmental
sector?

Enablelargerbusinesses to locate inthe area?

Supportlocal communities through employment provision?

Ensure vitalityand viability of the district's market
towns as local service centres, to combat the lure of
larger surrounding service centres easilyaccessible
forthe local population with high car ownership
levels

Encourage the use of local servicesand purchasing of
local products?

Ensurelocal centres are accessible forall?

Ensurelocal centres provide a variety of services?

Encourage the establishment of Farmers Markets and other initiatives to
promotelocal produce?

Supportthe survival of the district's traditional
industries, e.g. agriculture and tourism

Protectagriculturalland?

Supportthe visitoreconomy?

Protectand enhance the distinctive features and characteristics of the
district?

AECOM
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Thefollowingoutline providesan overview of the key documents preparedas part of the development
of the CotswoldDistrict Local Plan to date. Figure 2.1 presents an outline of the key documents
prepared to date.

In November 2007 the Core Strategy Issues and Option Paper was released for consultation. The
documentsets outa series of questions, which were designed to elicit stakeholder views ontherange
ofissues affecting Cotswold District. The Cotswold Sustainable Community Strategy and initial
consultation events for the Core Strategy fed into the formulation ofthese questions.

In additionto these questions, the documents set outa number of spatial development options under
the question‘'where should development go?'. These optionswere as follows:

to focus developmentwithinand around Cirencester;

o toplacemostdevelopmentinthe districtsmarkettowns andlargervillages;
e tospreaddevelopmentacross the markettowns as wellas largerand smaller villages;

o tousepublictransportroutes andtransport corridorsas the main guiding factorinlocating
development; and

o todevelop newsettlements.

Consultees were asked to comment onwhich of these optionsthey had preference for. Theindicated
preference from consulteeswas to place most developmentin Cirencester and the district'smarket
towns.

Followingthe completion of consultation onthe Core Strategy Issues and Option Paper, the
Settlement Hierarchy Topic Paperwas released for consultationinlate 2008. Thisset outa hierarchy
of settlements for Cotswold District based ontheir currentrole and service provision, and set out the
Council's approach to selecting those settlements that could, potentially, accommodate future
development.

The document presented a ‘settlement analysis matrix' which compareda range of settlements inthe
districtthrough settingout scores of between 1 and 4 withrespect to each service foundwithinthe
settlement. Thesewere talliedup to gainan overall score. Fromthis a set of optionsfora district-wide
settlementhierarchy were developed.

The majority of consultation responses received on the Settlement Hierarchy Topic Paper supported
the optionwhichidentified four levels’ of settlementas beingmost suitable foraccommodating
growth, as follows:

e Cirencester,
e markettowns - Tetbury, Moreton-in-Marsh, Bourton-on-the-Water;

e smalltowns — Chipping Campden, Fairford, Lechlade, Northleach, Stow-on-the Wold, South
Cerney; and
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e |ocal senvice centres — Andoversford, Blockley, Kemble, (additional settlements considered in
this categorylaterin the process of spatial option developmentincluded, firstly: Siddington,
Willersey and Mickleton;and secondly, Avening, Down Ampney and Kempsford).

The Second Issues and Options Paper for the Core Strategy was releasedfor consultationin 2010.
The documentdrew on earlier consultation exercises and presented:

e aVisionand Objectivesfor Cotswold District to 2030,
e potential settlement strategies for the key towns and villagesinthe district; and

e policyoptions relating to: Climate Change; Housing; Economy; Environment; and Communities.

Up until March 2013,CDC had been preparing a Local Development Framework (LDF) Core Strategy.
This was being prepared within the framework of the emerging Regional Spatial Strategy forthe South
West2006-2026.

Following changesto the planning system, including the introduction of the LocalismActin December
2011, theintroduction of the National Planning Policy Frameworkin March 2012, and the revocation of
Regional Spatial Strategies, CDC made the switch from preparing a Core Strategy to a comprehensive
Local Plan.

Toreflect this switch, the Local Plan Preferred Development Strategy was released inMay 2013. The
document presenteda revised Vision for Cotswold District, and an updated distribution strategy for
new developmentinthe district, interms of the proportionality and distribution of development.

The Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation: Development Strategy and Site Allocations was published
inJanuary 2015. This presenteda preferred development strategy for the districtto 2031 and
included strategic policies and site allocationsforhousing, employmentand other uses.

Consultationonthe Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation: Planning Policies documentwas
undertakeninNovember 2015. Thispresenteda series of development managementand planning
policies, setting criteria against which planningapplicationsand site allocations would be considered
and determined inthe district.

AECOM
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The Local Plan (Cotswold District Local Plan Submission Draft Reg. 19) underwent consultation
between June and August2016. The Local Plan Submission Draft presented a development strategy,
allocations andplanning policies for Cotswold Districtand a proposed monitoring framework for the
plan.

The current SA Reportaccompaniesthe Focussed Changes to this document.

Figure 2.1 below summarises the key documents preparedto date forthe Local Planand
accompanying SA processto date.

AECOM
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Key Core Strategy/Local Plan
outputs

Local Development
Framework Core Strategy
Issues and Options Paper

November 2007

Settlement Hierarchy Topic
Paper (and addendum)
November 2008

Second Core Strategy Issues
and Options Paper
December 2010

Role and Function of
Settlements Study
July 2012

Local Plan Development
Strategy Evidence Paper
April 2013

Local Plan Preferred
Development Strategy
May 2013

Local Plan Regulation 18
Consultation: Development
Strategy and Site Allocations
January 2015

Local Plan Regulation 18
Consultation: Planning
Policies
November 2015

Cotswold District Local Plan
Submission Draft Reg. 19
August 2016

Figure 2.1: Key outputs of the Cotswold District Local Plan and accompanying SA process to

date

Key SA outputs

SA Scoping Report
May 2008

Second Issues and Options -
Supporting Information
December 2010

SA Interim Report
May 2013

Interim SA Report to
accompany Development
Strategy and Site Allocations
January 2015

Interim SA Report to
accompany Planning Policies
November 2015

SA Report
August 2016
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A key element of the SA process isthe appraisal of reasonable alternatives' forthe Local Plan. The
SEA Regulations® are not prescriptive as to what constitutes a reasonable alternative, stating only that
the SA Reportshould presentanappraisal of the 'plan and reasonable alternatives taking into account
the objectives and geographical scope of the plan'.

This chaptertherefore describeshow the SA process to date has informedthe preferred development
strategy for CotswoldDistrict and potential locations for proposed development. Specifically, this
chapter explains howthe Local Plan's development strategy has been developedin terms of housing
numbers and distribution.

In December 2016,an updated estimate of objectively assessed need (OAN) for Cotswold District was
undertaken.*

The December 2016 OAN, which hashad regard to relevant underlying trends (including the latest
available demographic projections, anticipated economic growth and market signals), has established
aneed for8,100 dwellings overthe 20 year planperiod. Thiscomprises anaverage of 405 dwellings
perannum.

The Local Plan seeks to deliver this number withinthe boundaries of Cotswold District. As agreed with
CotswoldDistrict Council's Duty to Co-operate partners in Gloucestershire, Wiltshire and Oxfordshire,
there are currently no requests for Cotswold District to meet the unmet OAN of neighbouring
authorities.

Giventhesefactors, and thatarange of figures has not been provided for OAN for the district, ithas
notbeendeemed appropriate to consider alternative housingnumbers as reasonable alternatives
through the SA process.

The need to develop a broad growth strategy for the district wasidentified early oninthe development
ofthe Core Strategy/Local Plan. As such,itwas recognisedthat this issue shouldbe addressedvia
appraisal of reasonable alternatives' through the SA process.

Thefollowing sections describe how the SA processhas informed to date the preferred development
strategyforthe districtand potential locationsfor proposedallocations. This informationisprovided
inlight of the SEA Regulations'requirement to explain ‘outline reasons for selecting the alternatives
dealtwith'®

e Specifically, the following sections explain how the Local Plan’'s development strategy was
developed following:

3 Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004
4“NMSS (December 2016) The Objectively Assessed Housing Needs of Cotswold District
® See Schedule 2 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations

AECOM
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Consideration of options for the preferred development strategy for the Local Plan, including
which settlements inthe districtare appropriate for Local Plan allocations

Consideration of strategic options for potential development areas in each settlement
Detailed consideration (SA) of site optionsfor strategic scale developmentinthe district
Detailed consideration (SA) of site optionsfornon-strategic scale developmentinthe district

Detailed consideration (SA) of site optionsfor gypsyand travelleraccommodation

Earlierworkonthe (then) Core Strategy had establisheda series of nine provisional ‘Spatial Strategy
Options'forthe development strategy forthe district. These were as follows:

SS1: Focus developmentinand around Cirencester

SS2: Locate developmentin Cirencester, Market Towns, Small Townsand Larger Local Service
Centres

SS3: Spread development to any settlement

S54: Spread developmentacross Cirencester, Market Towns, Small Towns andthose Local
Service Centres with areasonablelevel of facilities

SS5: Usepublic transport routes and transport corridors as the main guiding factorwhen
locating development

SS56: New settlements or expanded settlements, e.g.large brownfield sites
SS7: Areas outside of AONB to be prioritised
SS8: Focus on settlements that welcome further development

SS9: Developmentacross Cirencester, Market Towns, Small Towns andthose Local Service
Centres witha reasonable level of facilitiesincluding Employment.

These Spatial Strategy Optionswere considered by the Local Development Framework Steering
Group inrelationto which towns andvillagesinthe district were most suited to developmentinterms
of their existing facilities and services. The optionswere alsoappraised through the SA process.

Following this evaluation, the following Spatial Strategy Options were taken forwardinthe Second
Issues and Options Paper, December 2010:

SS2: Locate developmentin Cirencester, Market Towns, Small Townsand Larger Local Service
Centres

SS3: Spread developmentto any settlement

SS9: Developmentacross Cirencester, Market Towns, Small Towns andthose Local Service
Centres witha reasonable level of facilitiesincluding Employment.
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Thefull rationale for taking forward these Spatial Strategy Options over the remaining Spatial Strategy
Options was presentedinthe Second Issues and Options- Supporting Information document
(December2010).

Oncethe broad spatial strategy for the district had been framed following co nsultation onthe Second
Issues and Options Paper, 31 settlements inthe district were suggested for potentialinclusioninthe
proposed development strategy. These settlements were then consideredthroughthe Roleand
Function of Settlements Study (July 2012).

In orderto explore how different settlements rankedin terms of their overall socialand economic
sustainability, scoreswere applied to the conclusions fromthe Role and Functionof Settlements Study
inrespect of the following categories:

e Employment

e Retailing

e  Communityfacilities
e Sustainabletravel

In addition, evidence relatedto flood risk, landscape, conservation areas, archaeological sites, public
rights of way, wildlife sitesand other environmental considerations was considered.

Likely capacities ofthe candidate settlements were also assessed, taking account of the Strategic
Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA). Onthis basis, itwas decided that the development
strategy would not take forward settlements where the SHLAA had demonstrated limited capacities
(i.e.less than 40 housing units).

Followingthis process, 17 out of the 31 settlements were taken forwardfor the preferred development
strategyforthe district. The full justification forincludingthese 17 settlements in the preferred
development strategy is presented inthe Development Strategy Evidence Paper.

Subsequentto the publication of the latest review of the SHLAA, Down Ampney was addedto the
settlements to take forward for the development strategy, giving a total of 18 settlements. The
decisionto include Down Ampney was taken by the Council in December 201 3.

Onthe basis of the above process, the 18 settlements taken forwardfor the development strategy for
the Local Planwere as follows:

Andoversford Blockley
Bourton-on-the-Water Chipping Campden
Cirencester Down Ampney
Fairford Kemble

Lechlade Mickleton
Moreton-in-Marsh Northleach
Siddington South Cerney
Stow-on-the-Wold Tetbury

Upper Rissington Willersey
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To supportthe process of consideringwhere in each of the 18 settlements site allocations mightbe
appropriate, the SA team considered the existing environmental constraints withina series of broad
areas surrounding each settlement. Looselyreflectingthe various ‘points of the compass), these
broad areas were considered by the SA processin orderto inform analysis of potentiallocations for
developmentinthe vicinity of the 18 settlements.

Theanalysis evaluated the key environmental constraints presentin each of the broad areas identified.
Theseincluded biodiversity, floodrisk, the historic environment, landscape quality, water and
agricultural land quality.

Appendix |l presents the appraisal of these broad ‘points ofthe compass'inthe vicinity of each of the
18 settlements.

Subsequentwork on site allocations revealed that there were no realistic opportunities to deliver
significantdevelopment at Siddington village over the remainder of the Plan period. Moreover,onlya
few dwellingshave been built orcommitted since 2011. Thisled to the conclusion that Siddington
should be deleted from the Development Strategy, thus reducing the number of named settlements
from18to17.

Atthe time of producingthe Core Strategy, PPS12 (Local Spatial Planning) allowed for the identification
of areas of strategic significance.® The Regional Spatial Strategy also presenteda presumptionthata
concentration of growth onthe periphery of ‘Strategically Significant Cities and Towns was the most
sustainable solution to growth.

When considering locationsfora 'strategic’ scale of development,itwas consideredthat Cirencester
was the onlylocationinthe district with the capacity for such development. Inthis context, the
principle of choosing Cirencester as the sole locationin the district where strategic scale development
is appropriate wasbased onthe following considerations, as set outinthe Second Issues and Options
Paperand Supporting Information (2010):

e Cirencesteris thedistrict's largest town by a significant marginandis home to almost a
quarter of the district's population.

o Thetownhasanextensiverange of services, facilitiesand employment opportunities,and
dominates much of the southern half of the district. Its service centre role extends beyondthe
districtand county boundaries into neighbouringareas.

o Meeting housing requirements in the district would lead to an over-development of the main
service centres if a significant proportion of the housingallocation were not directed to
Cirencester. Sharing this amount of housingmore equally between Cirencesterandthe other
markettowns would resultin disproportionate growth inthese smaller towns.

& Paragraph 4.6 — “Core Strategies may allocate strategic sites for development. These should be those sites considered
central to the achievement of the strategy. Progress on the Core Strategy should not be held up by the inclusion of non -
strategic sites.”
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o Largerscaledevelopmentis neededinthe townto supportthe community and infrastructure
projects included inthe Cirencester Community Plan. These projectsare of sufficient
significance and scale to benefitlarge parts of the district.

e Strategic scale developmentwould supportthe regeneration of Cirencester town centre.
Larger scale developmentwould enable a proportion of developer contributionsto be used as
match funding, and additional housing would further enable services, facilitiesand cultural
opportunities to survive due to increased use of town centre services.

Anappraisal of strategic scale site options was carried out through the SA process, and the findings
presented and consulted oninthe Sustainability Appraisal Interim Report, Local Plan (May 2013). The
principal options were;

e LandatChesterton

e HareBushes

e landeastofKingshillLane
e landatWorm's Farm

Keyfindings of the appraisal inrelation to each site are presented below. This assessmentwas further
refined having regardto the findings of the “points of the compass” appraisal (see Section 3.3 and
Appendix|l). Full appraisal findings can be foundin the Sustainability Appraisal Interim Report (May
2013).
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Cotswold Local Plan: Focussed Changes SA Report

Positive elements:

Thelocationhas goodaccessibility to localfacilities, with an Accessibility Rank of 200, which
is the highestscore of all four options. This will support the use of sustainable modes of
transport.

Development of the area will avoid coalescence with the village of Siddington.
Thesiteis notlocated withina flood riskzone.

No conservationareas are present on oradjacent to the site.

No known biodiversity constraints are present onthe site.

Whilst Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats are located adjacent to the east of the site,
there is significant potential for on-site biodiversity improvements to support the integrity of
this habitat.

No designated geological sitesare presentinthe area.

A scheduled monumentlies only partly within the site, coveringa smallproportion of the area.
As such effects on the site can bereadily avoided.

Negative elements:

Strategic scale development at this locationwouldresultinthelikely loss of areas of Grade 2
agriculturalland.

Thearealies close (but not within) the Cotswold AONB.
Long distance views may be affected fromthe west (i.e. fromthe AONB) and the east.

The option may affect groundwater quality as itis lo cated within a groundwater abstraction
managementarea and a groundwater Source Protection Zone 3.

A scheduled monument overlaps part of the area in the south (the citation for the scheduled
monumentis ‘Settlement SE of Chesterton Farm, a Romano -British settlement).

There would be potential effects onthe setting and fabric of the two listed structures present
atChesterton Farm.

Anarea of historic landfillis located within the area.

Positive elements:

The siteis notlocated withinthe AONB,
Thesiteis notlocated onGrade 1 or 2 agriculturalland.

Thesiteis notlocated ona groundwater Source Protection Zone.

Negative elements:

Thesiteis located adjacentto a conservationareaand a scheduled monumentandas such
has the potential to lead to adverse effects on the setting of the historicenvironment.
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A strategic scale of development at this locationis likely to lead to significant effects on the
historic setting of the core of the town.

A number of areas of BAP Priority Habitat are located within the site.
Developmentat the site has potential to lead to the loss of publicopen space.

A strategic scale of development at this location mayleadto effects on the visitoreconomy
through effects onthe setting of the core area of the town.

Positive elements

The siteis notlocated withinthe AONB.

Thesiteis notlocated onGrade 1 or 2 agriculturalland.

Negative elements

The site has the potential to lead to the coalescence of Cirencester with Preston.

Located adjacentto the Preston conservation area, a strategic scale of development at this
location has the potential to lead to significant adverse effects on the setting of the historic
environment.

Thesiteis located partially within a groundwater Source Protection Zone.
A number of areas of BAP Priority Habitat are located withinand adjacent to the site.

Development at the site has significant potential to leadto the loss of public openspace.

Positive elements

Thesiteis notlocated on Grade 1 or 2 agriculturalland.

Negative elements

Development of a strategic scale at this location wouldlead to the coalescence of the Duke of
Gloucester Barracks and Cirencester.

The siteis remote from the town, with potentialimplications forinfrastructure provision.
The site has an Accessibility Rank of 114.3,whichis the lowest of the four sites considered.
Thelocationis notreadilyaccessible to the town centre by foot.

Whilst the siteis not withinthe AONB, significant effects onlandscape quality are likely to
occurinrelationto theimportantlandscape feature of the River Churn corridor.

The siteis withinanarea of ‘very high archaeologicalinterest’.

Appraisal of ‘combinations’ of potential strategic locations in Cirencester (2014)

Followingthe receipt of consultation responses onthe Local Plan Preferred Development Strategy, a
further appraisal of potential'‘combinations’ of these site options was undertaken. Extendingthe
appraisal previously carried out of the four alternative options for strategic sites in Cirencester, the
appraisal comprisedanassessment of different combinations of these sites.
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Thepurpose of this appraisal was to provide additional sustainability contextinrelationto the four site
options for delivering strategic scale allocations through considering the potential cumulative effects
of taking forward potential combinations of the sites.

Eleven combinations of siteswere considered through thrappraisal. These combinationsare
presented in Table 3.1 below.

Combination 1

Land at Chesterton and Hare Bushes

Combination 2

Land at Chesterton and Land east of Kingshill Lane

Combination 3

Land at Chesterton and Land at Worm's Farm

Combination 4

Land at Worm's Farm and Hare Bushes

Combination 5

Land at Worm's Farm and Land east of Kingshill Lane

Combination 6

Land east of Kingshill Lane and Hare Bushes

Combination 7

Land at Chesterton, Land at Worm's Farm, Land east of Kingshill Lane and Hare
Bushes

Combination 8

Land at Chesterton, Land at Worm's Farm and Land east of Kingshill Lane

Combination 9

Land at Chesterton, Land at Worm’'s Farm and Hare Bushes

Combination 10

Land at Chesterton, Land east of Kingshill Lane and Hare Bushes

Combination 11

Land at Worm's Farm, Land east of Kingshill Lane and Hare Bushes

These combinations were appraisedagainst the SA Framework of objectivesand decision-making
guestions developed during scopingand subsequently refined. Summaries of the appraisal findings
are presented inthe tables below.
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Combination 1: Land at Chesterton and Hare Bushes

Appraisal findings

Positive elements
ofthis approach

The two sites put forward through this combination are those which are closest to the centre
of Cirencester. As such, this combination has increased potential to promote accessibility,
encourage the use of sustainable modes of transport such as walking, cycling and public
transport and facilitate improvements to existing town-wide pedestrian, cycle and public
transport networks.

The delivery of a strategic scale of development at Chesterton and Hare Bushes has the
potential to limit concentrated and cumulative effects on air and noise quality through
promoting a strategic level of development at opposite sides of the town. Air quality will also
be supported by the accessibility of both locations by non-car modes.

In terms of historic environment and biodiversity assets, there are unlikely to be significant
effects resulting from the combination of these sites.

A smaller scale of development at Chesterton as a result of two locations being taken
forward for strategic scale allocations may reduce the need to develop the area of Grade 2
agricultural land at this location.

Both sites are at locations with low risk of fluvial and surface water flooding.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

In terms of landscape quality, whilst both locations are outside of the Cotswolds AONB, the
sites are located adjacent to and close to the AONB. As such, the in-combination effects of
the sites may have the potential to lead to cumulative and synergistic effects on the overall
integrity of the AONB in the vicinity of Cirencester.

The provision of strategic scale allocations at two separate locations on different sides of
Cirencester has the potential to, when compared to focusing development at one site,
reduce the deliverability of strategic-level infrastructure.

Combination 2: Land at Chesterton and Land east of Kingshill Lane

Appraisal findings

Positive elements
of thisapproach

Whilst development at these locations has the potential to lead to effects on the
conservation areas and listed buildings present at both these sites (and the scheduled
monument at the Land at Chesterton), the smaller scale of development likely to take place
at each location (as a result of sharing the strategic level of allocation proposed) has the
potential to limit effects on these key historic environment assets. Similarly, whilst
development at the Land east of Kingshill Lane has the potential to lead to coalescence with
Preston,a more limited scale of development is likely to reduce impacts.

A more limited scale of development at Chesterton may also reduce the need to develop the
area of Grade 2 agricultural land present at this location.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

Both sites are partially located within a Source Protection Zone 3. This has the potential to
lead to in-combination effects through contamination from any activities that might cause
pollution at these locations.

The Land east of Kingshill Lane is separated from the rest of Cirencester by the school
facilities and football club. In this context, a piecemeal scale of development at this location
as a result of sharing the strategic allocations with the Land at Chesterton might lead to
issues relating to the provision of new and enhanced sustainable transport links to therest of
the town. This might have implications for accessibility and, through encouraging of car use,
have effects on air and noise quality, the quality of the public realm and greenhouse gas
emissions.
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Combination 3: Land at Chesterton and Land at Worm’s Farm

Positive elements
ofthis approach

Appraisal findings

A smaller scale of development at Chesterton may reduce the need to develop the area of
Grade 2 agricultural land at this location.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

The Land at Worm's Farm is remote from the rest of Cirencester. In this context, a piecemeal
scale of development at this location as a result of sharing strategic allocations with the Land
at Chesterton might lead to issues relating to the deliverability of new and improved
sustainable transport links. This has the potential to have implications for accessibility, and
through an encouragement of car use, have effects on air and nois e quality, the quality of the
public realm and greenhouse gas emissions.

Both sites are partially located within a Source Protection Zone 3. This has the potential to
lead to in-combination effects through contamination from any activities that might cause
pollution at these locations.

Combination 4: Land at Worm’s Farm and Hare Bushes

Appraisal findings

Positive elements
ofthisapproach

Whilst development at these locations has the potential to lead to effects on the Biodiversity
Action Plan priority habitats present at both sites, this may be limited through the smaller
scale of development that will be required at each location (as a result of dispersing the
strategic level of allocation proposed). This increases opportunities for avoiding these
sensitive areas and improving ecological connections through improved green infrastructure
provision.

Neither site is located on Grade 1 or Grade 2 agricultural land. As such, taking forward this
combination of sites will limit cumulative losses of the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural
Land.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

The Land at Worm's Farm is remote from the rest of Cirencester. In this context a more
piecemeal scale of development at this location as a result of dispersing the strategic
allocations between the two sites may lead to issues relating to the deliverability of new and
improved sustainable transport links. This has the potential to have implications for
accessibility and, through an encouragement of car use, have effects on air and noise quality;
the quality of the public realm and greenhouse gas emissions. Similarly the provision of
infrastructure such as utilities, health and education facilities and other services may be
more problematic at this more remote location with the strategic level of allocation dispersed
between the two sites.
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Combination 5: Land at Worm’'s Farm and Land east of Kingshill Lane

Positive elements
ofthis approach

Appraisal findings

Out of the four locations considered, the two considered are those which are located at the
furthest distance awayfrom the Cotswolds AONB.

Neither site is located on Grade 1 or Grade 2 agricultural land. As such, taking forward this
combination of sites will limit cumulative losses of the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural
Land.

Whilst development at these locations has the potential to lead to effects on the Biodiversity
Action Plan priority habitats present at both sites, this may be limited through the smaller
scale of development that will be required at each location (as a result of dispersing the
strategic level of allocation proposed). This increases opportunities for avoiding these
sensitive areas and improving ecological connections.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

Both locations are remote from the rest of Cirencester. This reduces accessibility to the
services, amenities and facilities located in Cirencester town centre. Linked to this, a more
piecemeal pattern of development at these locations as a result of sharing the strategic
allocations between the two sites may also lead to issues relating the deliverability of new
and improved sustainable transport links. This has the potential to have significant
implications for accessibility, and through an encouragement of car use, have effects on air
and noise quality, the quality of the public realm and greenhouse gas emissions. Similarly the
provision of infrastructure such as utilities, health and education facilities and other services
may be more problematic at these less cohesive locations.

Both sites are partially located within a Source Protection Zone 3. This has the potential to
lead to in-combination effects through contamination from any activities that might cause
pollution at these locations.

Combination 6: Land east of Kingshill Lane and Hare Bushes

Appraisal findings

Positive elements
ofthisapproach

Whilst development at these locations has the potential to lead to effects on the Biodiversity
Action Plan priority habitats present at both sites, this may be limited through the smaller
scale of development that will be required at each location (as a result of sharing the strategic
level of allocation proposed). This increases opportunities for avoiding these sensitive areas
and improving ecological connections through improved green infrastructure provision.
Likewise, whilst development at these locations has the potential to lead to effects on the
conservation areas and listed buildings present at and adjoining both of these locations, the
smaller scale of development likely to take place at each location has the potential to limit
effects onthese designated historic environment features and areas.

Neither site is located on Grade 1 or Grade 2 agricultural land. As such, taking forward this
combination of sites will limit cumulative losses of the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural
Land.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

The Land at Worm's Farm is remote from the rest of Cirencester. In this context a more
piecemeal development as a result of sharing the strategic allocations between the two sites
may lead to issues relating the delivery of new and improved sustainable transport links. This
has the potential to have implications for accessibility, and through an encouragement of car
use, have effects on air and noise quality, the quality of the public realm and greenhouse gas
emissions. Similarly the provision of infrastructure such as utilities, health and education
facilities and other services may be more problematic at this more remote location with the
strategic level of allocation shared between the two sites.
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Combination7: Land at Chesterton,Land at Worm'’s Farm, Land east of Kingshill Lane and Hare Bushes

Appraisal findings

Positive elements
ofthis approach

Dispersing strategic allocations between all four locations will provide increased opportunity
for potential effects on biodiversity, heritage and landscape assets to be avoided. This
includes through increasing opportunities for locating development areas away from
sensitive sites and areas and increasing the space available for the provision of measures
such as green infrastructure provision, landscaping and high quality design and layout.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

Whilst dispersing strategic scale allocations between all four locations has increased scope
to enable the avoidance of effects on sensitive sites around Cirencester, this may undermine
the deliverability of mitigation and enhancement measures which can be achieved through
new strategic development areas aroundthe town.

In this context, a more piecemeal approach to strategic scale allocations may reduce
opportunities for the provision of a co-ordinated and comprehensive approach to mitigation
measures and infrastructure provision in terms of deliverability. In this respect the provision
of infrastructure such as utilities, health and education facilities, sustainable transport
networks and green infrastructure provision may be more problematic with the strategic level
of allocation shared between the four sites. This has the potential to lead to reduced
potential for achieving sustainability gains through the provision of new strategic
development areas in Cirencester.

In terms of landscape quality, whilst all of the locations are outside of the Cotswolds AONB,
Hare Bushes and the Land at Chesterton are adjacent or close to the AONB. As such,thein-
combination effects of the sites may have the potential to lead to some cumulative and
synergistic effects on the overall integrity of the AONB in the vicinity of Cirencester. These
effects are, however, likely to be limited by the dispersed nature of development likely to take
place through this combination.

Combination 8: Land at Chesterton, Land at Worm’'s Farm and Land east of Kings hill Lane

Appraisal findings

Positive elements
of thisapproach

A smaller scale of development at Chesterton as a result of three locations being taken
forward for strategic scale allocations may reduce the need to develop the area of Grade 2
agricultural land at this location. The three locations have fewer and less extensive areas of
Biodiversity Action Plan Habitats than at Hare Bushes. This increases the scope for avoiding
potential effects on areas of biodiversity value presentin the three areas.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

Whilst dispersing strategic-scale development between three locations has increased scope
to enable the avoidance of effects on sensitive sites around Cirencester, this may undermine
the deliverability of mitigation and enhancement measures which can be achieved through
new strategic development areas around the town. This includes the delivery of new and
enhanced sustainable transport infrastructure (such as walking, cycling and public transport
routes), new health and leisure facilities, and green infrastructure provision. This has the
potential to lead to a reduced potential for achieving sustainability gains through the
provision of new strategic development areas in Cirencester.

In terms of landscape quality, whilst all of the locations are outside of the Cotswolds AONB,
Hare Bushes and the Land at Chesterton are adjacent or close to the AONB. As such,thein-
combination effects of the sites may have the potential to lead to some cumulative and
synergistic effects on the overall integrity of the AONB in the vicinity of Cirencester. These
effects are however likely to be limited by the more dispersed nature of development likely to
take place through this combination.

All three locations are partially located within a Source Protection Zone 3. This has the
potential to lead to in-combination effects through contamination from any activities that
might cause pollution at these locations.
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Combination 9: Land at Chesterton, Land at Worm’s Farm and Hare Bushes

Appraisal findings

Positive elements
ofthis approach

A more limited scale of development at Chesterton as a result of three locations being taken
forward for strategic scale allocations may reduce the need to develop the area of Grade 2
agricultural land at this location.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

Whilst dispersing strategic-scale development between three locations has increased scope
to enable the avoidance of effects on sensitive sites around Cirencester, this may undermine
the deliverability of mitigation and enhancement measures which can be achieved through
new strategic development areas around the town. This includes the delivery of new and
enhanced sustainable transport infrastructure (such as walking, cycling and public transport
routes), new health and leisure facilities, and green infrastructure provision.

In terms of landscape quality, whilst all of the locations are outside of the Cotswolds AONB,
Hare Bushes and the Land at Chesterton are adjacent or close to the AONB. As such,thein-
combination effects of these sites may have the potential to lead to some cumulative and
synergistic effects on the overall integrity of the AONB in the vicinity of Cirencester. These
effects are however likely to be limited by the more dispersed nature of development likely to
take place through this option.

Combination 10: Land at Chesterton, Land east of Kingshill Lane and Hare Bushes

Appraisal findings

Positive elements
ofthisapproach

A more limited scale of development at Chesterton as a result of three locations being taken
forward for strategic scale allocations may reduce the need to develop the area of Grade 2
agricultural land at this location.

Negative
elements ofthis
approach

Whilst dispersing strategic scale development between three locations has increased scope
to enable the avoidance of effects on sensitive sites around Cirencester, this may undermine
the deliverability of mitigation and enhancement measures which can be achieved through
new strategic development areas around the town. This includes the delivery of new and
enhanced sustainable transport infrastructure (such as walking, cycling and public transport
routes), new health and leisure facilities, and green infrastructure provision.

In terms of landscape quality, whilst all of the locations are outside of the Cotswolds AONB,
Hare Bushes and the Land at Chesterton are adjacent or close to the AONB. As such,thein-
combination effects of these sites may have the potential to lead to some cumulative and
synergistic effects on the overall integrity of the AONB in the vicinity of Cirencester. These
effects are however likely to be limited by the more dispersed nature of development likely to
take place through this combination.
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Positiveelements The three sites are not located on Grade 1 or Grade 2 agricultural land. As such, taking
ofthis approach forward this combination of sites will limit cumulative losses of the Best and Most Versatile
Agricultural Land.

Negative The three locations promoted have been determined as the least accessible of the four
elements ofthis areas considered.
approach

The option precludes the possibility of locating strategic scale allocations at Chesterton.
This will limit the potential opportunities afforded by promoting strategic scale development
at this location, including linked to the high degree of accessibility at this location. It also
does not recognise the other positive elements of taking forward strategic scale
development at Chesterton, including the negligible likelihood of coalescence with
neighbouring settlements, the low flood risk present at this location and the lack of
biodiversity constraints present within the potential development area.

Whilst dispersing strategic-scale development between three locations has increased scope
to enable the avoidance of effects on sensitive sites around Cirencester, such an approach
may undermine the deliverability of the mitigation and enhancement measures which can be
achieved through new strategic development areas around the town. This includes the
delivery of new and enhanced sustainable transport infrastructure (such as walking, cycling
and public transport routes), new health and leisure facilities, and green infrastructure
provision.

This element of the appraisal has considereda range of site packages for delivering strategic-scale
allocations inthe vicinity of Cirencester.

Whilstdispersing strategic-scale development areasbetween a broaderrange of locationshas scope
to enable the avoidance of direct effects on sensitive sitesaround Cirencester, itis likely that the
deliverability of the mitigation and enhancement measures which can be achieved through new
strategic developmentareasaround the town may be undermined by such anapproach.

In this context, a more piecemeal approach to strategic scale allocationsin the vicinity of Cirencester
has the potential to reduce opportunities for the provision of a co-ordinatedand comprehensive
approach to mitigation and enhancement measures and infrastructure provision. Thisincludes
through limiting the deliverability of infrastructure such as utilities, healthand education facilities,
sustainable transport networks and green infrastructure provision. This inturnreduces potentialfor
achieving sustainability gains through the provision of new strategic developmentareas in Cirencester.

All of the options are likely to reduce the scale of development likely to take place at Chesterton. Whilst
this will help limit effects onthe scheduled monument present in the south of the site and the integrity
ofthe AONBwhichlies adjacentto this location,and has the potential to limitlandtake on the area of
the site classified as Grade 2 agricultural land, itis alsolikely to limit the potential opportunities
afforded by promotinga strategic-scale development at this location. This includesregarding the
relatively good accessibility at this location and its proximity to facilities in southern part of the town. It
also does notrecognise the other positive elements of taking forward strategic-scale development at
this location, including those associated with the negligible likelihood of coalescence with
neighbouring settlements, the low floodrisk presentlocally and the lack of biodiversity constraints
presentwithinthe proposed developmentarea.

AECOM
33



Cotswold Local Plan: Focussed Changes SA Report

Followingthe appraisal of alternative options for sites which could accommodate a strategic scale of
developmentin Cirencester, itwas concluded by Cotswold District Councilthat the Land South of
Chesterton optionwouldbe the mostappropriate for takingforward for the purposes ofthe Local Plan.

In early 2014, facilitated engagement was undertaken with communities fromthe 18 settlements
identified forthe preferred development strategy. Working groups from each of those settlements
examined potential non-strategic SHLAA sites (including reasonable alternatives where they existed)
and submitted views on these, takingaccount of localissues, infrastructure requirements and other
factors. Anumberof additional siteswere also putforwardby communities where there were realistic
chances of development.

Followingthis process, 125 potential sites of a non-strategic scale were consideredin terms of their
suitability for taking forward throughthe Local Plan. To supportthis process, anappraisal of each of
these sites was undertaken with the aim of informing the proposed allocations of sites of a non-
strategic scale

Thefollowingtables present summary site appraisals for sites in the following 18 settlements:
e Andoversford,
e Bourton-on-the-Water,
o Blockley,
o Chipping Campden;
o Cirencester;

o  DownAmpney;

e Fairford;
e Kemble;
e | echlade;

o Mickleton;

e Moreton-in-Marsh;

¢ Northleach;

e Siddington;

e SouthCerney;

¢ Stow-on-the-Wold,

o Tetbury,

¢ UpperRissington; and

o Willersey.
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Thelocationofthe 125 sites considered, in conjunction with the environmental constraints presentin
each settlementare highlightedin the maps presentedin Appendix I.

Site appraisals are structured around the eleven sustainability ‘themes' discussedin Section 1.3.2. For
each settlement, a summaryis presented of appraisal findings by theme, and possible mitigation
measures to limit potential significant effects. The data usedto conduct these appraisals is presented

inAppendix Il

3.5.1

Andoversford

Two sites were appraised at Andoversford:

e A 2, landto rearof Templefields and Crossfields; and

e A _3A, lanetowestof StationRoad

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

Appraisal findings

Possible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Environmental The two sites do not overlap with a sensitive None N/A
Quality groundwater location and are unlikely to affect
air quality management areas.
Biodiversity The two sites are notlocated in close A_3A Existing habitats (i.e.
proximity to a Natura 2000 site,an SSSI ora features of biodiversity
Key Wildiife Site. Site A_3Ais within 13m ofa value) should be retatained
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat. in-situ. Enhancement of
ecological connections to
and from sites and creation
of buffer zones (in
conjunction withimproved
green infrastructure
provision).
ClimateChange Neither of the sites are located within Flood None N/A
Zone 2 or 3 orintersect witha 1in30or 1in
100 year surface water flood zones.
Historic The two sites do notintersect and are not A 2,A_3A Integration of high quality
Environment located in close proximity to a Scheduled design and layout which
andLandscape Monument, Registered Park or Garden, listed reflects the special
building or conservation area. characteristics ofthe AONB.
The sites are located within the Cotswolds Protection of key on-site
AONB. landscape features and
introduction of appropriate
landscaping measures.
Land, soiland Both sites arelocated on greenfield land A_2,A 3A Mitigation measures not

water resources

which has been established as Grade 3
agricultural land. It is uncertain whether this
comprises the Best and Most Versatile
Agricultural Land (i.e. comprises Grade 3a
rather than Grade 3b land).

The sites are located 11km from a Household
Recycling Centre (this is not considered a
significant constraint).

possible if areas of the best
and most versatile
agricultural land are
sterilised by development.
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SATheme

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

Appraisal findings

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Populationand The two sites are located in a relatively None N/A
Communities deprived area (i.e. in the 20-40% most
deprived in Cotswold District). In terms of
accessibility, the sites are located 8km by
public transport from Cheltenham train station
(this is not considered a significant constraint).
Healthand Bothsites arelocated over 500mfromanarea A _2,A _3A Whilst development is not
Wellbeing designated as a public open space. The sites likely to lead to significant
are located in close proximity to an amenity effects in relation to this
footpath. A_3A has the potential to affect a theme, new and/or
Public Right of Way. enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand Whilst the two sites are located within Tkm of None N/A
Enterprise an employment site, they are located
approximately 10km from a designated town
centre (this is not considered a significant
constraint).
3.5.2 Bourton-on-the-Water

Five sites were appraisedat Bourton-on-the-Water:

e BOW_E1, land north of Bourton Business Park;

e BOW_E3, Co-op/Countrywide/Arthur Webb dealership site, Station Road,

e BOW_E4, Salmondsbury House;

e B_20,Pulham's Bus Depot, Station Road; and

e B_32,Countrywide Stores.

The following table presents a summary of the appraisal findings.
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential

SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Environmental None ofthe sites overlap with sensitive None N/A
Quality groundwater locations or are likely to affect air
quality management areas.
Biodiversity Four of the proposed sites (BOW_E1, BOW_E3, BOW_ET1, Where development takes
B_20and B_32) arelocated within 800m of the BOW_E3, place within the Impact Risk
Salmonsbury Meadows SSSI, which is an area B 20,B_32 Zone for the SSSI7, Natural
of neutral lowland grassland deemed to be in England should be
‘unfavourable recovering' condition. BOW_E1 is consulted for advice on the
located on anarea of Priority Habitat. nature ofany potential SSSI
impacts and how they might
be avoided or mitigated.
Enhancement of ecological
connections to and from the
SSSI and creation of buffer
zones should also be
considered (in conjunction
with improved green
infrastructure provision).
For BOW_E1, existing
habitats (i.e. features of
biodiversity value) should be
retained in-situ.
Climate Site BOW_E1 is located within a Flood Zone 3 BOW_E1 Development at BOW_E1
Change and intersects with a 1in 30 year surface water should only be considered
flood zone. B_32 intersects with a 1in 100 year conjunction with
surface water flood zone Environment Agency advice.
Historic Site B_20is located adjacent to the B 20 (dueto  Interms of Site B_20, new
Environment Salmonsbury Camp Scheduled Monument and historic development should reflect
and is located within the conservation area. environment  the special and distinctive

Landscape

None ofthe sites are located adjacent to a
Registered Historic Park or Garden or listed
building. In common with the rest of the town,
the sites are located within the Cotswold AONB.

constraints

All (due to
AONB)

character ofthe
conservation areain
conjunction with the
guidance presented in the
Bourton-on-the-Water
Conservation Area
Statement. If appropriate,
Scheduled Monument
Consent should be gained if
new development at this site
has the potential to have
effects onthe site.

For all sites: integration of
high quality design and
layout which reflects the
special characteristics of
the AONB and protection of
key on-site landscape
features and introduction of
appropriate landscaping
measures.

7 See http//www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/irz-fag tcm6-37927.pdf
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential

SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Land,soiland Al five sites are located on Grade 3 agricultural Potentially all ~ Mitigation measures not
water land. It is uncertain whether this comprises the greenfield possible if areas of the best
resources Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. sites and most versatile
comprises Grade 3aratherthan Grade 3bland).  (depending agricultural land are
BOW_E1 is located on greenfield land, on sterilised by development.
BOW_E3,B_20and B_32 arelocated on agricultural
brownfield land, and BOW_E4 islocated ona land
mixture of brownfield and greenfield land. All classification
sites are located over 16km from a Household ).
Recycling Centre (this is not considered a
significant constraint).
Population and Al five sites are located within an area None N/A
Communities  determined as relatively deprived i.e. within the
20-40% most deprived in Cotswold District. In
terms ofaccessibility, all five sites arelocated
at some distance (over 8km) by public transport
from Kingham train station (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
Healthand BOW_E1, BOW_E3 and B_32 arelocated over BOW_E1 Whilst development is not
Wellbeing 400mfrom an area of public open space. BOW_E3 likely to lead to significant
BOW_E4 and B_20 arelocated lessthan 250m  B_32 effects in relation to this
from a public open space. However, all five BOW_E4 theme, new and/or
sites are located in close proximity to an B_20 enhanced open
amenity footpath. No sites arelikely to affect a space/green infrastructure
Public Right of Way. provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand All five sites are located within Tkm of a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site. Whilst sites BOW_E3 and E4
and B_20and B_32 arelocated within 400m of
Bourtontown centre, BOW_E1 isless
accessible and is situated over a kilometre from
the town centre.
3.5.3 Blockley

Five sites were appraisedat Blockley:

e BK_11,land north-east of Blockley;

e BK_5,land north of Sheafhouse Farm;

e BK_8,land at Sheafhouse Farm;

e BK_14A The Limes, Station Road;and

e BK_14B,The Limes, Draycott Lane.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.
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SATheme

Appraisal findings

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Environmental The five sites do not overlap with a sensitive None N/A
Quality groundwater location and are unlikely to affect
air quality management areas.
Biodiversity The sites are notlocated in close proximity toa ~ None N/A
Natura 2000 site,an SSSI, a Key Wildiife Site or
a Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat.
Climate Sites BK_14A,BK_14Band BK_5 are located BK_14A Development at BK_14A,
Change within a Flood Zone 3 and intersect witha 1in BK_14Band BK_5 should
30 year surface water flood zone. The othertwo  BK_14B only be considered in
sites are not located in flood risk areas. conjunction with
BK_5 Environment Agency advice.
Historic No sites intersect or are located in close All (due to Integration of high quality
Environment proximity to a Scheduled Monument, AONB) design and layout which
and Registered Park or Garden, conservation area reflects the special
Landscape or listed building. characteristics of the AONB.
All five sites are located within the Cotswolds Protection of key on-site
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. landscape features and
introduction of appropriate
landscaping measures.
Land,soiland All five sites are greenfield sites and arelocated  Potentially all  Mitigation measures not
water on Grade 3 agricultural land. Itis uncertain (depending possible if areas of the best
resources whether this comprises the Best and Most on and most versatile
Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 3arather agricultural agricultural land are
than Grade 3bland). land sterilised by development.
The sites are located ¢.28km from a Household  classification
Recycling Centre (this is not considered a ).
significant constraint).
Populationand The two sites are located in arelatively deprived  None N/A
Communities  area(i.e. in the 20-40% most deprived in
Cotswold District). In terms of accessibility, the
sites are located 5km by public transport from
Moreton-in-Marsh train station.
Healthand All ofthe sites are located over 400mfrom an Al Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of public open space. The sites are likely to lead to significant
located within 400m ofan amenity footpath and effects in relation to this
are unlikely to affect a Public Right of Way. theme, new and/or
enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand The five sites are located within Tkm ofan None N/A
Enterprise employment site. They arelocated

approximately 3-4km to the nearest town
centre at Moreton-in-Marsh (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
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3.54 Chipping Campden
15 sites were appraisedat Chipping Campden:
e (CC_23B,land at AstonRoad;
e (CC_23C,land at AstonRoad,
e (CC_23E Aston RoadAllotments;
e (CC_38A land atthe Hoo;
e (CC_40,Barrels Pitchwooden bungalow, Aston Road;
e (CC_41,Campden Cricket Club;
e (CC_43,Castle Gardens Packing Sheds;
e (CC_44,land west of Littleworth, “The Leasows";
e (CC_48,land adjacent to Chipping Campden School
e (CC_51,land south-west of Whaddon Grange;
e (CC_52,land north of Cam and west of Station Road;
e (CC_53,land south-east of George Lane;
e R_432,The Bathing Lake;
e R_484,land north of Broad Campden;
e (CCN_E",Battle Brook (extension);
e CCN_E3A Campden BRI (notinflood zone);and

e RUR_E19, land at Westington Quarry.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Appraisal findings

highlighted

Environmental One site, RUR_E19, Land at Westington Quarry RUR_E19 Development at RUR_E19

Quality is located within a sensitive groundwater should take place in
location. No sites are likely to affect air quality conjunction with
management areas. Environment Agency advice.

Biodiversity One proposed site, CC_44,is located within CC_40, Retaining of existing habitats
250m of a Key Wildlife Site. All ofthe sites are CC_41, (i.e. features of biodiversity
located between 25m to 400m ofa Priority CC_48, value) in-situ. Enhancement
Habitat, with six (CC_40,CC_41,CC_48, CC_51, of ecological connections to
CC_51,CC_52andRUR_E19) intersecting or CC_52, and from site and creation of
within 25m. RUR_E19 buffer zones (in conjunction

with improved green
infrastructure provision).
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SATheme

Appraisal findings

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Climate Site CCN_E3A is located within a Flood Zone 3. CCN_E3A Development at these sites
Change Sites CC_44,CC_48,CC_53,CCN_E1,and CC_44, should only be considered in
R_484 intersect with a 1 in 30 year surface CC_48, conjunction with
water flood zone. CC_53, Environment Agency advice.
CCN_ET1,
R_484
Historic No sites overlap with a Scheduled Monument. CC_38A, Interms of CC_38A,CC_44
Environment One site (CC_48)is located within 1T0m ofa CC_44, and CC_48,new
and listed building. CC_38A,CC_44andCC_48are  CC_48 development should reflect
Landscape located within a conservation area. the special and distinctive
In common with the rest of the town, all sites character ofthe Chipping
are located within the Cotswold AONB. All (due to Campden conservation
AONB) area. New development at
CC_48 should seek to
preserve and enhance the
integrity of thelisted
structure at this location.
For all sites: integration of
high quality design and
layout which reflects the
special characteristics of
the AONB and protection of
key on-site landscape
features and introduction of
appropriate landscaping
measures.
Land,soiland All sites, with the exception of three (CC_38A, All sites,with  Mitigation measures not
water CC_40,CC_48andRUR_E19) arelocated the possible if areas of the best
resources within an area deemed as the Best and Most exception of  and most versatile
Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 1 and CC_38A agricultural land are
Grade 2 land). CC_40, sterilised by development.
All sites, with the exception of four (CC_43, CC_48and
CC_48,CCN_E1 and RUR_E19) are located RUR_E19.
wholly ongreenfield land. All sites arelocated
over 28km from a Household Recycling Centre
(thisis not considered a significant constraint).
Population and No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived None N/A
Communities  (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived in Cotswold
District). In terms of accessibility, all 15 sites are
located at some distance (over 6km) by public
transport from a train station (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
Healthand Only sites CC_44 andCC_48 arelocated within ~ CC_44, Whilst development is not
Wellbeing 200m of anarea designated as public open CC_48 likely to lead to significant
space, with only two further sites located within CC_38A effects in relation to this
400m(CC_38Aand CC_40). CC_40 theme, new and/or
enhanced open
CC_38A,CC_43,CC_51TandRUR_E19 are space/green infrastructure
located further than 200m from an amenity provision should be
footpath. No sites are likely to affect a Public CC_38A considered to meet any
Right of Way. CC_43, deficits.
CC_51,
RUR_E19
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints P ossible mitigation
have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Economyand Al sites, with the exception of RUR_E19 and RUR_E19 Secure contributions to
Enterprise CC_23Barelocated within Tkm ofa key (due to public transport or
employment site. distance walking/cycling network
CCN_E1,CCN_E3A and RUR_E19 are situated from both enhancements.
over a kilometre from the town centre (this is employment
not considered a significant constraint). site and town
centre)

3.5.5 Cirencester

22 sites were appraisedat Cirencester:
e CIR_E10, Forum Car Park;
e CIR_E11, Cirencester LorryPark;
e CIR_E12, Old Memorial Hospital Site & Car Park;
e CIR_E13, Sheep StreetIsland;
e CIR_E14, Waterloo Car Park;
e CIR_16A, Brewery Car Park;
e CIR_E20, Metrik House;
e CIR_E4A, land east of Wilkkinson Road (notis Gas Pipe Buffer Zone);
e CIR_E5, land at Chesterton Farm;
e CIR_E6, land east of Royal Agricultural College;
e C_101A Magistrates Court;
e C_111,siteat The Cranhams, Cranhams Lane;
e (C_173,Social Club;
e (C_174,PatersonRoadFlats;
e (C_17,42-54 Querns Lane;
e (C_39, Austin RoadFlats;
e (C_75,land at Chesterton Farm;
e (C_76,land at Chesterton Road, Somerford Road,
e (C_82,land at Paternoster House, Watermoor Road;
e (C_84B,field east of Somerford Road,
e (C_89,land off Purley Road;and

e C_97,Memorial Hospital.
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Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

SATheme

Environmental

Appraisal findings
None ofthe sites overlap with sensitive

Siteswhere
significant

constraints
have been
highlighted
None

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Quality groundwater locations or are likely to affect air
quality management areas.
Biodiversity No sites are located in close proximity to a CIR_E13, Retaining of existing habitats
Natura 2000 site,an SSSI or a Key Wildlife Site. CIR_E14, (i.e. features of biodiversity
Six of the 21 sites overlap or are adjacent toa CIR_E4A, value) in-situ. Enhancement
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat CIR_ES, of ecological connections to
(CIR_LE13, CIR_E14,CIR_E4A, CIR_E6,C_76and C_76and and from site and creation of
C_89). C_89 buffer zones (in conjunction
with improved green
infrastructure provision).
Climate Sites CIR_E11, CIR_E14 and C_89 arelocated CIR_E11, Development at the sites
Change within a Flood Zone 3.Sites CIR_E14, CIR_ES5, CIR_E14, located within or
C_39,C_75andC_84Bintersect witha 1in 30 C_89 intersecting flood zones
year surface water flood zone. CIR_E5, should only be considered in
C_39,C_75, conjunction with
C_75,C_84B Environment Agency advice.
Historic Sites CIR_E10, CIR_E12,CIR_E13, CIR_E14, CIR_E10, New development at sites
Environment CIR_E5,CIR_E16A,C_111,C_17,C_173,C_75, CIR_E12, within the four conservation
and C_82,C_89andC_97 intersect a statutorily CIR_E13, areas in the town should
Landscape designated Scheduled Monument (including CIR_E14, reflect the special and
associated with Corinium Roman Town). CIR_ES5, distinctive character of the
C_111,C_17, conservation areain
C_173,C_75, conjunction withthe
C_82,C_89, guidance presented in the
C_ 97 relevant conservation area
appraisal. Where
Sites CIR_5,CIR_E12, CIR_E16A, CIR_E13, CIR_5, appropriate, Scheduled
C_75and C_97 arelocated within 10m ofa CIR_E12, Monument Consent should
listed building and CIR_E13, be gained. New
CIR_E10, CIR_E12, CIR_E13,CIR_E14, C_75,C_97 development at CIR_5,
CIR_E16A, C_101A,C_17,C_82,C_89 and CIR_E12,CIR_E13,C_75
C_97 arelocated within a conservation area. CIR_E10, and C_97 should seek to
CIR_E12, preserve and enhance the
CIR_E13, integrity of thelisted
CIR_E14, structure at these locations.
C_101A Development at site CIR_E6
Site CIR_E6 is located within the Cotswolds C_17,C_82, shouldintegrate high quality
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. C_89,C_97 design and layout which
reflects the special
CIR_E6 characteristics ofthe AONB

and protects key on-site
landscape features.
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints P ossible mitigation
have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Land,soiland Five sites (CIR_E4A, CIR_E5,C_111,C_75and CIR_E4A, Mitigation measures not
water C_84B) arelocated within an area deemed as CIR_E5, possible if areas of the best
resources the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land C_111,C_75 and most versatile
(i.e. Grade 2 land). 12 sites are located on and C_84B agricultural land are
brownfield land, eight sites are located on Potentially sterilised by development.
greenfield land and the remaining one siteis 12 further
located on a mixture of brownfield and greenfield
greenfield land. All sites arelocated within sites
10km of a Household Recycling Centre. (depending
on
agricultural
land
classification
).
Populatonand Nine sites (CIR_E11,CIR_E20, CIR_E4A, C_173, None N/A

Communities C_174,C_76,C_82,C_84BandC_89)are
deemed to be located in the most deprived
areas of the District (i.e. in the 0-20% most
deprived in Cotswold District). In terms of
accessibility, the sites are between 4-6km to
Kemble train station (this is not considered a
significant constraint).

Healthand Nine sites (CIR_E11,E12, E13,CIR_E20, CIR_E11, Whilst development is not
Wellbeing CIR_E4A, CIR_E6,C_174,C_39andC_97 are E12,E13, likely to lead to significant
located over 400mfrom an area of designated CIR_E20, effects in relation to this
public open space. CIR_E4A theme, new and/or
CIR_ES, enhanced open
Ten sites (CIR_E10,E12,E13, CIR_E14, C_174,C_39, spacel/green infrastructure
CIR_E4A, C_101A,C_17,C_174,C_89 and C_ 97 provision should be
C_97 arelocated more than 200mfrom an CIR_E10, considered to meet any
amenity footpath. Three sites have the E12,E13, deficits.
potential to affect a Public Right of Way. CIR_E14,
CIR_E4A,
C_101A
C_17,C_174,
C_89,C_97
Economyand All sites arelocated within Tkm of a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site. Sites CIR_E4A, CIR_E6, and

C_111 aresituated over 1.2km from the town
centre (this is not considered a significant
constraint).

3.5.6 DownAmpney

Six sites were appraised at Down Ampney:
e DA_1TA BroadwayFarm;
e DA_2,Dukes Field;

e DA_5A buildings at Rooktree Farm;
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e DA_5C, land south of Rooktree Farm Buildings;

e DA_8,land at Broadleaze; and

e DA_9, land adjacent to Chestnut Close.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

SATheme

Appraisal findings

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

Possible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Environmental Five of the six sites (DA_TA, DA_2, DA 5A, DA_1A Development at these sites
Quality DA_5C) intersect a sensitive groundwater DA_2, should take place in
location (i.e. located within Source Protection DA_BA conjunction with
Zone 1 (SPZ 1) and a principle aquifer). DA_5Cand Environment Agency advice.
DA_8
The other site, DA_9 is located within an SPZ2.
DA_9
Biodiversity All of the sites are located within 3km ofthe All sites Mitigation measures, if
North Meadow and Clattinger Farm Special required should be
Area of Conservation, designated for its determined by the HRA
lowland hay meadows. Noneare located within process carried out for the
2km however. Local Plan.
Climate No sites are located within a Flood Zone 2 or 3 None N/A
Change orasurface water flood zone
Historic No sites intersect or are located in close DA_5c (due Development at DA_5c
Environment proximity to a Scheduled Monument, to historic should seek to enhance the
and Registered Park or Garden or conservation environment setting of the nearby listed

Landscape

area. One site, DA _5cis located within 25m of
a listed building.

None ofthe sites are located within the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

constraints)

building.

Land,soiland All sites, with the exception of DA_8,are DA_TA Mitigation measures not
water located within anarea deemed as the Best and DA 2, possible if areas of the best
resources Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 1 DA_5A, and most versatile
and Grade 2 land). DA _5Cand agricultural land are
All sites arelocated wholly on greenfield land. DA 9 sterilised by development.
The sites are located over 12km from a
Household Recycling Centre (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
Populatonand No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived None N/A
Communities  (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived in Cotswold
District). In terms of accessibility, all six sites are
located at some distance (over 6km) by public
transport from a train station (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
Healthand All ofthe sites are located over 400mfrom an All Sites Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of public open space. likely to lead to significant
effects in relation to this
One site, DA_8, islocated further than200m DA_8 theme, new and/or

from an amenity footpathand DA_5C may
affect a Public Right of Way.

enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
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SA Report

Siteswhere

significant

constraints P ossible mitigation

have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Economyand All sites arelocated over 2km from a key All (due to Secure contributions to
Enterprise employment site and a town centre. distance public transport or

from both walking/cycling network

employment enhancements.

site and town

centre)
3.5.7 Fairford

Four sites were appraisedat Fairford:;

e F_32, Highgate, West End Gardens;

e F_35B,land behind Milton Farm and Bettertons Close;

e F_44,land torear of Faulkner Close, Horcott;and

e F_46,land between Horcott and Fairford.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

SATheme

Environmental

Appraisal findings
All four sites intersect a sensitive groundwater

Siteswhere
significant

constraints
have been
highlighted

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects
Development at these sites

Quality location (i.e. located within Source Protection should take place in
Zone 1 (SPZ 1) and a principle aquifer). conjunction with
Environment Agency advice.
Biodiversity One proposed site, F_44 islocated on anarea F 44 Retaining of existing habitats
of Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat. The (i.e. features of biodiversity
site also is located within 10m of a Key Wildlife value) in-situ. Enhancement
Site. of ecological connections to
F 32,F 35B, andfrom site and creation of
The three other sites are located within 400m F 46 buffer zones (in conjunction
of a Priority Habitat. with improved green
infrastructure provision).
Climate None ofthe sites are located within a Flood None N/A
Change Zone 2 or 3 orintersect a surface water flood
zone.
Historic No sites intersect or are located in close None N/A

Environment
and
Landscape

proximity to a Scheduled Monument,
Registered Park or Garden, conservation area
or listed building.

None ofthe sites are located within the

Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential

SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Land,soiland All sites, with the exception of site F_44 are Potentially all ~ Mitigation measures not
water located on Grade 3 agricultural land. Itis except F-44 possible if areas of the best
resources uncertain whether this comprises the Best and (depending and most versatile
Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 3a on agricultural land are
rather than Grade 3b land). agricultural sterilised by development.
All sites are located wholly on greenfield land. land
The sites are located over 11km from a classification
Household Recycling Centre (this is not ).
considered a significant constraint).
Populatonand No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived None N/A
Communities  (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived in Cotswold
District). In terms of accessibility, all four sites
are located at significant distance (over 10km)
by public transport from a train station (this is
not considered a significant constraint).
Healthand All of the sites are located over 400mfrom an All Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of public open space. All sites are located likely to lead to significant
within close proximity to anamenity footpath; effects in relation to this
however F_35B may affect a Public Right of theme, new and/or
Way. enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand All sites arelocated within Tkm of a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site and the town centre.
3.58 Kemble

Three sites were appraisedat Kemble

e K_1B,land between Windmill Roadand A429;

e K_2, land at StationRoad; and

e K_5,land to north-west of Kemble Primary School, School Road.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.
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SATheme
Environmental
Quality

Appraisal findings

None ofthe sites overlap with sensitive
groundwater locations or are likely to affect air
quality management areas.

SA Report

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted
None

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

N/A

Biodiversity

All of the sites are located within 4.5km ofthe
North Meadow and Clattinger Farm Special
Area of Conservation, designated for its
lowland hay meadows. None arelocated closer
than 4km however.

All ofthe proposed sites are located within
400m of the Kemble Railway Cuttings SSSI,
which has been designated for its geodiversity.
Due to the nature of the designation,
development at these sites are unlikely to
adversely affect the integrity of this nationally
designated site.

The sites are not located in close proximity to
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat (within
25m).

None (dueto  N/A
nature of

SSSl)

Climate
Change

None ofthe sites are located within a Flood
Zone 2 or 3. Site K_5 intersects witha 1in 100
year surface water flood zone.

None N/A

Historic
Environment
and
Landscape

No sites intersect or are located in close
proximity to a Scheduled Monument,
Registered Park or Garden or listed buildings.
Sites K_2 and K_5 intersect or arelocated
within the Kemble and Kemble Station
conservation area

None ofthe sites are located within the
Cotswolds Area of Qutstanding Natural Beauty.

K_2andK_5
(due to
historic
environment
constraints)

InrelationtoK_2 and K_5,
new development should
support the character and
distinctiveness ofthe
Chipping Campden
conservation area through
high quality and sympathetic
design.

Land,soiland All sitesarelocated on Grade 3 agricultural Potentially all ~ Mitigation measures not
water land. It is uncertain whether this comprises the (depending possible if areas of the best
resources Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. on and most versatile
Grade 3arather than Grade 3b land). agricultural agricultural land are
All sites are located wholly on greenfield land. land sterilised by development.
The sites are located over 13km from a classification
Household Recycling Centre (this is not ).
considered a significant constraint).
Populaton and No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived None N/A
Communities  (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived in Cotswold
District). In terms of accessibility, all three sites
are in close proximity to Kemble train station.
Healthand All ofthe sites are located over 400mfrom an Al Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of public open space. All sites arelocated likely to lead to significant

within close proximity to anamenity footpath
and none are likely to affect a Public Right of
Way.

effects in relation to this
theme, new and/or
enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
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SATheme

Appraisal findings

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Economyand Site K_1BandK_5 are located over 2km from a K_1Band Secure contributions to
Enterprise key employment site. All sites are located over K_5 (due to public transport or
5km from a designated town centre (this is not distance walking/cycling network
considered a significant constraint). from both enhancements.
employment
site and town
centre)

3.5.9 Lechlade

Four sites were appraisedat Lechlade:
e L _18B,land west of Orchard Close, Downington;
e L 19 land south of Butler's Court;
e LEC_E1,land north of Butlers Court; and
e LEC E2A land at north Lechlade (Site B).

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

Siteswhere
significant

constraints
have been

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential

Environmental

Appraisal findings
None ofthe sites overlap with sensitive

highlighted
None

significant effects
N/A

Quality groundwater locations. Three of the four sites
(L_18B,L_19,LEC_E1)are located within Tkm
of the Air Quality Management Area in the town
(but not adjacent or within).

L_19and LEC_E1 are located within 700m of L_19, Where development takes
the Cotswold Water Park SSSI, which has been LEC_E1 (due  place within the impact Risk
nationally designated for its water environment. to sensitivity ~ Zone for the SSSI®, Natural

Biodiversity

The siteis currently deemed to be in of SSSI) England should be
‘unfavourable declining’ and as such is sensitive consulted for advice on the
toimpacts. nature ofany potential SSSI
LEC_E2A impacts and how they might
Site LEC_E2A islocated adjacent to a Key (due to be avoided or mitigated.
Wildlife Site and within 6m of a Biodiversity location Enhancement of ecological
Action Plan Priority Habitat. adjacent toa  connections to and from the
Priority SSSI and creation of buffer
Habitat) zones should also be

The other sites are within 400m of a Priority

Habitat.

All other sites

considered (in conjunction
with improved green
infrastructure provision).

8 See http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/Images/irz-fag tcm6-37927.pdf
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential

SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Climate Site L_19islocated in aFlood Zone 3 and L_19 Development at the sites
Change L_18Bislocatedin a Flood Zone 2. L 18B located within or
intersecting flood zones
Sites L_19 and LEC_E1 intersect witha1in 100 L _19, should only be considered in
year surface water flood zone. LEC_E1 conjunction with
Environment Agency advice.
Historic No sites intersect or are located in close LEC_E1 New development at sites
Environment proximity to a Scheduled Monument or a within the Lechlade
and Registered Park or Garden. LEC_E1 intersects conservation area should
Landscape with a listed building. support the setting ofthe
L_19 townscape through high
Site L_19is located within the Lechlade quality and sympathetic
conservation area, withL_18B located within design. Development at
50mof the conservation area. LEC_E1 should seek to
L_18B enhance the setting of the
None ofthe sites are located within the adjacent listed building.
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Land,soiland All sites arelocated wholly on greenfield land. L_19 Mitigation measures not
water One site(L_19)islocated on Grade 2 possible if areas of the best
resources agricultural land, which designated as the Best and most versatile
and Most Versatile Agricultural Land. The agricultural land are
remaining three sites are located on Grade 3 sterilised by development.
agricultural land. It is uncertain whether this
comprises the Best and Most Versatile
Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 3arather than
Grade 3b land).
The sites are located over 17km from a
Household Recycling Centre (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
Population and No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived None N/A
Communities  (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived in Cotswold
District). In terms of accessibility, all four sites
are located at significant distance (over 13km)
by public transport from a train station (this is
not considered a significant constraint).
Healthand Site LEC_E2A is located over 1.4km from an LEC_E2A Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of public open space and is located over likely to lead to significant
400m from an amenity footpath. No sites are effects in relation to this
likely to affect a Public Right of Way. theme, new and/or
enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand None ofthe proposed sites in Lechlade are None N/A
Enterprise located over 2km from a key employment site

orover 1.2km from a designated town centre.

AECOM
50



Cotswold Local Plan: Focussed Changes SA Report

3.5.10 Mickleton

One site was appraisedat Mickleton:

e MK_4, land at Granbrook Lane C.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

Siteswhere
significant
constraints P ossible mitigation
have been measures to limit potential
Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Environmental The site does not overlap with a sensitive None N/A
Quality groundwater location and is unlikely to affect air
quality management areas.
Biodiversity The siteis notlocated in close proximity, but is None N/A

located within 400m of a Biodiversity Action
Plan Priority Habitat. Itis notlocated in close
proximity to a European Site, SSSI or Key

Wildiife Site.
Climate The siteis not located within a Flood Zone 2 or None N/A
Change 3 and does notintersect a surface water flood
Zone.
Historic The site does notintersect andis notlocatedin ~ MK_4 (due to  Development at the site
Environment close proximity to a Scheduled Monument, AONB) should integrate high quality
and Registered Park or Garden, listed building or design and layout which
Landscape conservation area. reflects the special
The siteintersects with the edge ofthe characteristics ofthe AONB
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. and protects key on-site
landscape features and
introduces appropriate
landscaping measures.
Land,soiland The siteis located on a mix of greenfield and MK_4 Mitigation measures not
water brownfield land and is located on Grade 2 possible if areas of the best
resources agricultural land, which is designated as Best and most versatile
and Most Versatile Agricultural Land. agricultural land are
The siteis located over 36km from a Household sterilised by development.

Recycling Centre (this is not considered a

significant constraint for the site).
Populationand The siteis not deemed to be within a relatively None N/A
Communities deprived area (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived

in Cotswold District). In terms of accessibility,

the siteis located at some distance (over 5km)

by public transport from a train station (this is

not considered a significant constraint for the

site).
Healthand The siteis located at significant distance froma MK_4 Whilst development is not
Wellbeing designated area of public open space (over likely to lead to significant
4.5km). The site has the potential to affect a effects in relation to this
Public Right of Way, but is located within 200m theme, new and/or
of anamenity footpath. enhanced open

space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.

AECOM
51



Cotswold Local Plan: Focussed Changes SA Report

Siteswhere

significant

constraints P ossible mitigation

have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Economyand The siteis located in good proximity to a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site; however itis located almost

5km from a designated town centre (this is not
considered a significant constraint).

3.5.11 Moreton-in-Marsh

19 sites were appraisedat Moreton-in-Marsh:

e M _12A land at Evanlode Road;

M_14A, land at Dulverton Place and Todenham Road,

M_14B,land at Dulverton Place and Todenham Road,

M_14C, land at Dulverton Place and Todenham Road;

M_19A, land south-east of Fosseway Avenue;

M_19B, land south-east of Fosseway Avenue;

e M_21,land west of 7th Avenue and south of 5th Avenue, Fire Service College Campus (Site 1);
e M_29,Social Club car park near Station Road;

e M 51,land at New Road,

e M_56,British Legion site;

e M_57,1-8 Charlton Terrace;

e M_60,former Hospital site;

e MOR_E11, land at Evenlode Roag;

¢ MOR_E4, land at Todenham Road;

e MOR_ES5, Fire Service College A,

e MOR_ES, Fire Service College B;

e MOR_E7, Fire Service College C;

e MOR_ES8, land at Fosse Way; and

e MOR_E9A land between garden centre and Moreton Hospital.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.
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SATheme

Appraisal findings

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Environmental None ofthe sites overlap with sensitive None N/A
Quality groundwater locations or are likely to affect air
quality management areas.
Biodiversity No sites are located in close proximity to an MOR_E5, Existing habitats (i.e.
SSSI oraNatura 2000 site. Two sites, MOR_E5 MOR_E7 features of biodiversity
and MOR_E7, overlap a Key Wildiife Site. value) should be retained in-
situ. Enhancement of
Nine of the 20 sites overlap orare adjacent toa  M_14A, ecological connections to
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat (M_14A, M_14B, and from site and creation of
M 14B,.M_14C,M_21,M_60,MOR_E4, M_14C, buffer zones (in conjunction
MOR_E5, MOR_E6 and MOR_E7). M_21,M_60, withimproved green
MOR_E4, infrastructure provision).
MOR_E5,
MOR_E6 and
MOR_E7
Climate Sites M_14C,M_19B,M_29,M_56 and M_14C, Development at the sites
Change MOR_E4 are located within a Flood Zone 3. M_198B, located within or
M_29,M_56, intersecting flood zones
MOR_E4 should only be considered in
conjunction with
These sites, plus sitesM_19A,M_21,M_60and M_19A, Environment Agency advice.
MOR_E5 intersect with a 1 in 30 year surface M_21,M_60
water flood zone. and MOR_Eb5
Historic No sites intersect or are located in close M_60 (due to  Interms of the sites
Environment proximity to a Scheduled Monument or historic intersecting with the AONB,
and Registered Park or Garden environment high quality design and

Landscape

Site M_60is located 10mfrom a listed building
and is located within a conservation area. The
other sites are notlocated in close proximity to
these features and area.

constraints)

layout which reflects the
special characteristics of
the AONB and protects key
on-site landscape features

M_29,M_51, should be integrated, along
Part of six sites(M_29,M_51,M_56,M_60, M_56,M_60, with appropriate
MOR_E8 and MOR_E9A) intersect with the MOR_E8 and  landscaping measures.
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding NaturalBeauty. = MOR_ESA Development atM_60
(due to should seek to complement
AONB) the setting of conservation
area and the adjacent listed
building.
Land,soiland All sites, with the exception of seven (M_21, M_12A, Mitigation measures not
water M_29,M_51,M_56,M_60, MOR_E5 and M_19A, possible if areas of the best
resources MOR_E®6) are located wholly on greenfield land. M_19B, and most versatile
Five sites (M_12A, M_19A M_19B,MOR_E8 MOR_E8 and  agricultural land are
and MOR_E11) arelocated within an area MOR_E11 sterilised by development.
deemed as the Best and Most Versatile and
Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 2 land). 12 sitesare  potentially 12
located on Grade 3 agricultural land. ltis more
uncertain whether this comprises the Best and (depending
Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 3a on
rather than Grade 3b land). agricultural
All sites arelocated over 26km from a land
Household Recycling Centre (this is not classification

considered a significant constraint).

).

All other sites
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SATheme

Appraisal findings

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Populatonand Nine sites (M_14A M_14B,M_14C,M_21, None N/A
Communities M_29,M_51,M_56,M_60and MOR_E4) are
deemed to be located in the most deprived
areas of the district (i.e. in the 0-20% most
deprived in Cotswold District). In terms of
accessibility, all sites with the exception of
MOR_E7 are in close proximity to Moreton-in-
Marsh train station
Healthand Only sites M_19A,M_19Band MOR_ES8 are All with the Whilst development is not
Wellbeing located within 200m ofan area of public open exception of  likely to lead to significant
space, with only three further sites located M_29,M_51, effects inrelation to this
within 400m(M_29,M_51,M_56 and M_586, theme, new and/or
MOR_ESA). M_14B,M_21, MOR_E6, MOR_E7 M_19A, enhanced open
and MOR_ES8 arelocated further than 200m M_19B, space/green infrastructure
from an amenity footpath. Four sites have the MOR_E8 and  provision should be
potential to affect a Public Right of Way, M_12A,  MOR_E9A considered to meet any
M_T4A M_19A,M_19Band MOR_E11. deficits.
Economyand Al sites, with the exception of MOR_E9A are None N/A
Enterprise located within Tkm ofa key employment site.

MOR_E7 is the only site situated over 1.2km
from the town centre (this is not considered a
significant constraint).

3.5.12 Northleach

Four sites were appraisedat Northleach:

e N_14B, land adjoining East End and Nostle Road,

e N_1TA land off Bassett Road,;

e N_8, ForetyHouse;and

e NOR_E3A, land off Bassett Road.
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Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

SATheme

Environmental

Appraisal findings
None ofthe sites overlap with sensitive

Siteswhere
significant

constraints
have been
highlighted
None

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Quality groundwater locations or are likely to affect air
quality management areas.
Biodiversity No sites are located in close proximity to an N_8 Existing habitats (i.e.
SSSI, aNatura 2000 site. No sites are in close features of biodiversity
proximity to a Key Wildlife site;however N_8 value) should be retained in-
overlaps a Biodiversity Action Plan Priority situ. Enhancement of
Habitat ecological connections to
and from site and creation of
buffer zones (in conjunction
with improved green
infrastructure provision).
Climate None ofthe sites are located within a Flood None N/A
Change Zone 2 or 3. N_8intersects witha 1in 100 year
surface water flood zone.
Historic No sites intersect or are located in close None (due to  Forall sites: integration of

Environment
and

proximity to a Scheduled Monument, a
Registered Park or Garden, listed building or

historic
environment

high quality design and
layout which reflects the

Landscape conservation area. constraints) special characteristics of
the AONB and protection of
All (due to key on-site landscape
In common with therest of Northleach, the sites  AONB) features and introduction of
are located within the Cotswold AONB. appropriate landscaping
measures.
Land,soiland All sites (withthe exception of N_8) are located Potentially all  Mitigation measures not
water wholly ongreenfield land. All sites arelocated (depending possible if areas of the best
resources on Grade 3 agricultural land. Itis uncertain on and most versatile
whether this comprises the Best and Most agricultural agricultural land are
Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 3arather land sterilised by development.
than Grade 3bland). classification
The sites are located over 8km from a ).
Household Recycling Centre (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
Populatonand No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived None N/A
Communities  (i.e. within the 0-40% most deprived in
Cotswold District). In terms of accessibility, all
four sites arelocated at significant distance (c.
16km) by public transport from a train station
(this is not considered a significant constraint).
Healthand All ofthe sites are located over 400mfrom an Al Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of public open space. All sites arelocated likely to lead to significant
within close proximity to anamenity footpath effects in relation to this
and none are likely to affect a Public Right of theme, new and/or
Way. enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand All sites arelocated within Tkm of a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site and 1.2km of a designated

town centre.
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3.5.13 Siddington

One site was appraisedat Siddington:

e SD_3,land north of Nursery View and east of Ashton Road.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been

SA Report

Possible mitigation
measures to limit potential

Appraisal findings

highlighted

significant effects

Environmental The site does not overlap with a sensitive None N/A

Quality groundwater location and is unlikely to affect air
quality management areas.

Biodiversity The siteis located adjacent to a Biodiversity SD_3 Retaining of existing habitats
Action Plan Priority Habitat and is within 400m (i.e. features of biodiversity
of aKey Wildlife Site. Itis notlocated in close value) in-situ. Enhancement
proximity to a European Site or SSSI. of ecological connections to

and from site and creation of
buffer zones (in conjunction
with improved green
infrastructure provision).

Climate The siteis not located within a Flood Zone 2 or All Development at the site

Change 3 but intersects with a 1in 30 year surface should only be considered in
water flood zone. conjunction with

Environment Agency advice.

Historic The site does notintersect andis notlocatedin ~ None N/A

Environment close proximity to a Scheduled Monument,

and Registered Park or Garden, listed building or

Landscape conservation area and is notlocated within the
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Land,soiland The siteis located on greenfield land which has ~ Potentially all  Mitigation measures not

water been identified as Grade 3 agricultural land. ltis  (depending possible if areas of the best

resources uncertain whether this comprises the Bestand on and most versatile
Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 3a agricultural agricultural land are
rather than Grade 3b land). land sterilised by development.
The siteis located just under 10km from a classification
Household Recycling Centre. ).

Population and The siteis not deemed to be within arelatively None N/A

Communities

deprived area (i.e. in the 40% most deprived in
Cotswold District). In terms of accessibility, the
site is located 5km by public transport from a
train station.

Healthand The siteis located at significant distance froma Al Whilst development is not
Wellbeing designated area of public open space (over likely to lead to significant
1.6km). The site is located under 200mfrom an effects in relation to this
amenity footpath and is unlikely to affect a theme, new and/or
Public Right of Way. enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand The siteis located in good proximity to a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site; however itis located 2.5km

from a designated town centre (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
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3.5.14 South Cerney

Three sites were appraisedat South Cerney:

e SC_13A land atrear of Berkely Close;

e RUR_E12, land north of Broadway Lane; and

e RUR_E13, Gateway Centre site.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

SATheme

Appraisal findings

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

SA Report

Possible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Priority Habitat. RUR_E12 is also located within
5m ofa Key Wildiife Site.

Environmental Site RUR_E13 is located within a sensitive RUR_E13 Development at the three
Quality groundwater location (i.e. is located within sites should take place in
Source Protection Zone 1 (SPZ 1)and a conjunction with
principle aquifer). Environment Agency advice
All other sites  regarding groundwater.
The other two sites overlap with a SPZ 2.
None ofthe sites are likely to affect air quality
management areas
Biodiversity All ofthe sites are located within 4.5km ofthe All sites In relation to potential
North Meadow and Clattinger Farm Special effects onthe SAC,
Area of Conservation (SAC), designated for its mitigation measures, if
lowland hay meadows. No sites are within required, should be
2.5km however. determined by the HRA
RUR_E13 process carried out for the
RUR_E13 is located within 200m ofthe Local Plan.
Wildmoorway Meadows SSSI, which has been Where development takes
designated for its unimproved neutral place within the impact Risk
grassland. The current condition of the SSSI is Zone for the SSSI, Natural
deemed to be ‘favourable'. RUR_E12 England should be
and consulted for advice on the
Sites RUR_E12 and RUR_E13 are located RUR_E13 nature ofany potential SSSI
adjacent to areas of Biodiversity Action Plan RUR_E12 impacts and how they might

be avoided or mitigated.
Enhancement of ecological
connections to and from the
SSSI and creation of buffer
zones should also be
considered (in conjunction
with improved green
infrastructure provision).
Retaining of existing habitats
(i.e. features of biodiversity
value) in-situ. Enhancement
of ecological connections to
and from site and creation of
buffer zones (in conjunction
with improved green
infrastructure provision).
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SATheme

Appraisal findings

Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been
highlighted

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Climate All three sites arelocated in a Flood Zone 3. All Development at the site
Change should only be considered in
RUR_E13 intersects with a 1in 30 year surface RUR_E13 conjunction with
water flood zone and RUR_E12 intersects witha RUR_E12 Environment Agency advice.
11in 100 year surface water flood zone.
Historic The sites do notintersect orarelocated in None N/A
Environment close proximity to a Scheduled Monument,
and Registered Park or Garden, listed building or
Landscape conservation area. They arealso not located
within the Cotswolds Area of Qutstanding
Natural Beauty.
Land,soiland RUR_E12 and RUR_E13 arelocated on SC_13A Mitigation measures not
water brownfield sites. RUR_E12 possible if areas of the best
resources Two ofthe sites site (SC_13Aand RUR_E12) RUR_E13 and most versatile
are located on Grade 2 agricultural land, which (depending agricultural land are
is designated as the Best and Most Versatile on sterilised by development.
Agricultural Land. The remaining site (RUR_E13)  agricultural
is located on Grade 3 agricultural land. It is land
uncertain whether this comprises the Bestand classification
Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 3a ).
rather than Grade 3b land).
The sites are located 12-13kmfrom a
Household Recycling Centre (this is not
considered a significant constraint).
Populaton and No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived None N/A
Communities  (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived in Cotswold
District). In terms of accessibility, all three sites
are located 6-7km by public transport from a
train station (this is not considered a significant
constraint).
Healthand All three sites are located over 500mfrom an All Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area designated as public open space. likely to lead to significant
effects in relation to this
Site RUR_E12 is located over 400mfrom an RUR_E12 theme, new and/or
amenity footpath. enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
RUR_E13 has the potential to affect a Public provision should be
Right of Way. considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand Site RUR_E13 islocated over 2km from an RUR_E13 Secure contributions to
Enterprise employment site and a designated town centre.  RUR_E13 public transport or
Site RUR_E12 is located over 1.2km from a and walking/cycling network
designated town centre (this is not considered RUR_E12 enhancements.

a significant constraint).
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3.5.15 Stow-on-the-Wold

Ten sites were appraised at Stow-on-the-Wold:
e STW_ET, land at Bartletts Park;
e STW_E7, land at Fosse Wayand Chamerlayne Close;
e STW_E9, Triangle site north of Tesco store;
e S _14,land adjacent to Griffin Court/playing field;
e S 20,land at BrettonHouse;
e S _22B,land east of King George's Field;
e S _34A northof Tesco store;
e S 34B,northof Tesco store;
e S 46,AshtonHouse, Union Street;and
e S_8A StowAgricultural Services, Lower Swell Road., land at rear of Berkely Close.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

Siteswhere
significant

constraints Possible mitigation
have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted  significant effects

Environmental None ofthe sites overlap with sensitive

Quality groundwater locations or are likely to affect air
quality management areas.

Biodiversity No sites are located in close proximity to an S_20,5_22B, Retaining of existing habitats
SSSI oraNatura 2000 site and no sites are S_34A, (i.e. features of biodiversity
located in close proximity to a Key Wildlife Site. S_34B, value) in-situ. Enhancement
Six of the ten sites overlap or areadjacent to a STW_E7 and  of ecological connections to
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat (S_20, STW_E9 and from site and creation of
S _22B,S 34A,S_34B,STW_E7 and STW_E9). buffer zones (in conjunction

with improved green
infrastructure provision).

Climate No sites are located within a Flood Zone 2 or None N/A

Change 3and no sites intersect witha 1in 30 or 1in 100
year surface water flood zone.

Historic No sites intersect or are located in close In terms of sites S_46 and

Environment proximity to a Scheduled Monument, S_8A new development

and Registered Park or Garden or listed buildings. should reflect the special

Landscape and distinctive character of
Site S_46 and S_8Aare located adjacent toand S_46 and the conservation area.
close to the conservation area respectively. S_8A(due to  Forall sites: integration of
The other sites are notlocated in close historic high quality design and
proximity to these features and area. environment layout which reflects the

constraints) special characteristics of
the AONB and protection of
In common with the rest of the town, all sites All (due to key on-site landscape
are located within the Cotswold AONB. AONB) features and introduction of
appropriate landscaping
measures.
AECOM
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints P ossible mitigation
have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Land,soiland All sites arelocated on Grade 3 agricultural Potentially all ~ Mitigation measures not
water land. It is uncertain whether this comprises the (depending possible if areas of the best
resources Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. on and most versatile
Grade 3arather than Grade 3b land). All sites, agricultural agricultural land are
with the exception ofthree (S_46,S_8Aand land sterilised by development.

STW_E9) are located wholly on greenfield land. classification

The sites are located over 21km from a ).

Household Recycling Centre (this is not

considered a significant constraint).
Populatonand No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived None N/A
Communities  (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived in Cotswold

District). In terms of accessibility, all three sites

are located 6-7km by public transport from a

train station (this is not considered a significant

constraint).
Healthand All ofthe sites are located over 400mfrom an Al Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of designated public open space. Only likely to lead to significant
one site, S_8A, is located within T00man effects in relation to this
amenity footpath. No sites have the potential to theme, new and/or
affect a Public Right of Way. enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand All sitesarelocated over 3km from a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site.S_14and S_22Barethe only

sites situated over 600mfrom the town centre.

3.5.16 Tetbury

Eight sites were appraisedat Tetbury:
e TET_E1, PrioryPark, Priory Industrial Estate;
e TET_E2, extension to Tetbury Industrial Estate;
e TET_E4, land south-east of SIAC;
e T_24B,former Matbro site;
e T _31B,land adjacent to Blind Lane;
e T 38,land at The Dormers, Cirencester Road,
e T_51,Northfield Garage site, London Road; and
e T_617,Autonumis site.
e RUR_E13, Gateway Centre site.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints
have been

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential

SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Environmental Al ofthe sites are located within a Source None N/A
Quality Protection Zone 2. No locations are likely to
affect air quality management areas.
Biodiversity No sites are located in close proximity to an TET_E2 Enhancement of ecological
SSSI oraNatura 2000 site or overlap a Key connections to and from
Wildlife Site. One site, TET_E2, is located within site and creation of buffer
25mof aBiodiversity Action Plan Priority zones (in conjunction with
Habitat. improved green
infrastructure provision).
Climate No sites are located within a Flood Zone 2 or 3. Forsite T_51, development
Change Site T_51 intersects with a 1 in 30 year surface T 51 at the site should only be
water flood zone considered in conjunction
with Environment Agency
Site TET_E1 intersects with a 1in 100 year TET _E1 advice.
surface water flood zone.
Historic The sites do notintersect orarelocated in All (due to For all sites: integration of
Environment close proximity to a Scheduled Monument, AONB) high quality design and
and Registered Park or Garden, listed building or layout which reflects the
Landscape conservation area. special characteristics of
In common with the rest ofthe town, all sites the AONB and protection of
are located within the Cotswold AONB. key on-site landscape
features and introduction of
appropriate landscaping
measures.
Land,soiland All ofthe sites, with the exception of one (see TET_E1 Mitigation measures not

water
resources

below) are located within an area deemed as
the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land
(i.e. Grade 2 land). TET_E1 is located on Grade 3
agricultural land. It is uncertain whether this
comprises the Best and Most Versatile
Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade 3arather than
Grade 3b land). However only sites T_318,
T_31Band TET_E2 arelocated on greenfield
land. All sites are located over 21km from a
Household Recycling Centre (this is not
considered a significant constraint).

All other sites

possible if areas of the best
and most versatile
agricultural land are
sterilised by development.

Populatonand Two sites (T_31Band TET_E2) are deemed to None N/A
Communities  be located in the most deprived areas of the
district (i.e. in the 0-20% most deprived in
CotswoldDistrict). In terms of accessibility, all
sites are over 8km from the nearest train
stationat Kemble (thisis not considered a
significant constraint).
Healthand Only site TET_E1 is located within 200m of an All, with the Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of public open space, with only three exception of  likely to lead to significant
further sites located within 400m(T_38,T_51 TET_E1, effects in relation to this
and T_61). T_24Band TET_E4 are located T_38,T_51 theme, new and/or
further than 200m from an amenity footpath. and T_61 enhanced open

No sites have the potential to affect a Public
Right of Way.

space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
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Siteswhere

significant

constraints P ossible mitigation

have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Economyand All sitesarelocated in close proximity to akey None N/A
Enterprise employment site and within 1.2km of the town

centre.

3.5.17 Upper Rissington
One sitewas appraisedatUpperRissington:

e UR_2,land adjacent to South Gate Court.

Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

Siteswhere
significant

constraints P ossible mitigation
have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted  significant effects

Environmental The site does not overlap with a sensitive
Quality groundwater location and is unlikely to affect air
quality management areas.
Biodiversity The siteis located within close proximity (less UR_2 Enhancement of ecological
than 15m) to a Biodiversity Action Plan Priority connections to and from
Habitat. It is not located in close proximity to a site and creation of buffer
European site, SSSI or Key Wildlife Site. zones (in conjunction with
improved green
infrastructure provision).
Climate The siteis notlocated within a Flood Zone 2 or None N/A
Change 3 and does notintersect a surface water flood
zone.
Historic The site does notintersect andis notlocatedin ~ UR_2 (due to  Integration of high quality
Environment close proximity to a Scheduled Monument, AONB) design and layout which
and Registered Park or Garden, listed building or reflects the special
Landscape conservation area. characteristics ofthe AONB.
The siteis located within the Cotswolds Area of Protection of key on-site
Outstanding Natural Beauty. landscape features and
introduction of appropriate
landscaping measures.
Land,soiland The siteis located on greenfield land which is None N/A
water not designated as an area of the Best and Most
resources Versatile Agricultural Land.

The siteis located 18km from a Household

Recycling Centre (this is not considered a

significant constraint).
Population and The siteis not deemed to be within a relatively None N/A
Communities deprived area (i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived

in Cotswold District). In terms of accessibility,

the siteis located at some distance (over 6km)

by public transport from a train station (this is

not considered a significant constraint).
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Siteswhere

significant

constraints

have been
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted
Healthand The siteis located at significant distance froma  UR_2
Wellbeing designated area of public open space (over

3km). The site will not affect Public Rights of
Way, butis located over 400mfrom an amenity

Possible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Whilst development
likely to lead to significant
effects in relation to this

theme, new and/or

SA Report

is not

footpath. enhanced open
space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand The siteis located in close proximity to a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site; however itis located over

3.5km from a designated town centre (this is
not considered a significant constraint).

3.5.18 Willersey

Elevensites were appraisedat Willersey:

W_1A, garden workshop behind The Nook, Main Street;
W_1B, garden, behind The Nook, Main Street;

W_4,land adjacent to Harvest Piece, Collin Lane;

W_4B, land between W_4A and future heritage railway;
W_5,land at Broadway Road,;

W_7A, land north ofB4632 and east of employment estate;
W_8A, land between Collin Close and Collin Lane;

W_8B, land west of Field Close and north of B4632;

W_9, Goodigore Orchard;

W_10, land north of Chipping Lane; and

WIL_E1C, land north of B4632 andadjacent to industrial estate.
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Thefollowingtable presentsa summary of the appraisal findings.

SATheme

Environmental

Appraisal findings
None ofthe sites overlap with sensitive

Siteswhere
significant

constraints
have been
highlighted
None

SA Report

P ossible mitigation
measures to limit potential
significant effects

Quality groundwater locations or are likely to affect air
quality management areas.
Biodiversity No sites are located in close proximity to an Retaining of existing habitats
SSSI oraNatura 2000 site or overlap a Key (i.e. features of biodiversity
Wildlife Site. value) in-situ. Enhancement
W_4Band of ecological connections to
Two sites, W_4Band W_10, areadjacent to a W_10 and from site and creation of
Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitat. buffer zones (in conjunction
with improved green
infrastructure provision).
Climate No sites are located within a Flood Zone 2 or 3. W_4,W_7A, Development at sites W_4,
Change W_8A W_8B, W_7A W_8AW_8B,W_9
Six sites, W_4,W_7A W_8A, W_8B,W_9 and W_9and and WIL_E1C should only be
WIL_E1C intersect with a1 in 30 year surface WIL_E1C considered in conjunction
water flood zone. with Environment Agency
advice.
Sites W_10and W_4B intersect with a 1in 100
year surface water flood zone.
Historic No sites intersect or are located in close W_1TA In terms of sites W_1A and
Environment proximity to a Scheduled Monument or W1_Aand W_1B, new development
and Registered Park or Garden. W_1B(dueto should reflect the special
Landscape Site W1_Alislocated 10m from alisted building  historic and distinctive character of
and is located within a conservation area. Site environment the Willersey Conservation

W_1Bis also located in a conservation area.

constraints)

Area. Development at W_TA
should consider the setting

W_10,W_1A, of thenearby listed building.
Sites W_10,W_TA W_1B, W_5,W_8A W_8B W_1B,W_5, For all sites: integration of
intersect with the Cotswolds Area of W_8A W_8B high quality design and
Outstanding Natural Beauty. (due to layout which reflects the
location special characteristics of
within AONB)  the AONB and protection of
key on-site landscape
features and introduction of
appropriate landscaping
measures.
Land,soiland All sites, with the exception of W_1A, are Potentially all ~ Mitigation measures not
water located wholly on greenfield land. All ofthese sites possible if areas of the best
resources sites are located on Grade 3 agricultural land. It (depending and most versatile
is uncertain whether this comprises the Best on agricultural land are
and Most Versatile Agricultural Land (i.e. Grade agricultural sterilised by development.
3arather than Grade 3b land). land
All sites arelocated over 30km from a classification
Household Recycling Centre. ), with the

exception of
W_1TA.

Population and

Communities

No sites are deemed to be relatively deprived
(i.e. in the 0-40% most deprived in Cotswold
District). In terms of accessibility, all three sites
are located 4-5km by public transport from the
train station at Honeybourne.

None

N/A
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Siteswhere
significant
constraints P ossible mitigation
have been measures to limit potential
SATheme Appraisal findings highlighted significant effects
Healthand All of the sites are located over 400mfrom an All Whilst development is not
Wellbeing area of designated public open space. All sites likely to lead to significant
are located within 100m of anamenity footpath. effects in relation to this
Two sites, W_8Band W_9, have the potential to theme, new and/or
affect a Public Right of Way. enhanced open

space/green infrastructure
provision should be
considered to meet any
deficits.
Economyand All sites arelocated within Tkm of a key None N/A
Enterprise employment site. The sites are all over 4km
from a designated town centre.

3.5.19 Recommendations following the appraisal of reasonable alternatives for
sites

To support plan makingatthis stage of development of the Local Plan,a number of possible mitigation
measures were recommended through the SA process. These were designedto limit potential
significant effects that had the potentialto arise asa result of the allocation of sitesin the district.

Theserecommendations canbe summarisedas follows:

e Environmental quality: Developmentat sites located within a sensitive groundwater location
should take placein taking intoaccount Environment Agency advice.

e Biodiversity: Where development takes place withinthe Impact Risk Zone fora SSSI, Natural
England shouldbe consulted foradvice on the nature of any potential SSSlimpactsand how
they mightbe avoided or mitigated. Enhancement of ecological connectionsto and fromthe
SSSland creation of bufferzones should also be considered (in conjunction withimproved
greeninfrastructure provision). Inrelation to potential effects ona SAC, mitigation measures, if
required, should be determined through the HRA process carried out for the Local Plan.
Existing habitats (i.e.features of biodiversity value) should be retained in-situ, ecological
connections to and from sites shoudbe enhanced, and buffer zones should be created (in
conjunctionwithimproved green infrastructure provision).

e Greeninfrastructure: the Draft Local Plan should clarify how new orimproved open space
provision can be deliveredthrough a coordinated approach to greeninfrastructure planningin
the district. This includesin conjunctionwith existing greeninfrastructure work being carried
outby Gloucestershire County Council, Natural England and other organisations.

e (limate change: Developmentat sites located within orintersecting floodzones should only
be considered takinginto account Environment Agency advice.

e Historic environmentand landscape: New development within the Cotswold AONB should
protect key on-site landscape features, introduce appropriate landscaping, and integrate high
quality designandlayout which reflect the special characteristics ofthe AONB. New
developmentat sites within conservation areasin the district should reflect the special and
distinctive character of the conservation area in conjunction with the guidance presentedin
the relevant conservationarea appraisal. If appropriate, Scheduled Monument Consent should
be gained, and development should seek to enhance the setting of any nearby listed buildings.
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e Populationand communities: Contributionsto public transport or walking/cycling network
enhancements should be securedwhere accessibility deficits occur.

o Healthand wellbeing: Whilstdevelopmentis notlikely to lead to significant effects inrelationto
this theme, new and/or enhanced open space/green infrastructure provision should be
considered to meetany deficits. This should be carried outin conjunction witha coordinated
approachto greeninfrastructure provision (see above).

Followingthe consideration of the 125 sites (informed by the SA process), itwas decided to take
forward 67 proposedhousingand employment sites through Regulation 18 consultation onthe
Development Strategy and Site Allocations document (January 2015). Theseincluded:

e 'Preferred Sites' forthe Local Plan; and

o 'Reserve Sites'designed to deliver district-wide allocations if currenthousing or employment
requirements increased.

In this context, consultation undertaken on the Development Strategy and Site Allocations document
presented 28 preferred sites for housingallocations, six preferred sites for employmentallocations,
and two sites formixed use development.

Subsequentto the completion of consultation onthe Development Strategy and Site Allocations
documentand subsequent Planning Policies document undertakenlaterin 2015, these siteswere
further refined to:

e 23 Preferred Sites for housing allocations;
e 7 Preferred Sites foremploymentallocations; and
e 2 Preferred Sites for mixed use (inaddition to the strategic scale site at Cirencester)

These sites are as follows.

Site Location

A_2 Landto rear of Templefields and Crossfields (25 dwellings) Andoversford
BK_8 Land at Sheafhouse Farm (13 dwellings) Blockley

BK_14A The Limes, StationRoad (16 dwellings) Blockley

C_17 42-54Quemns Lane (6 dwellings) Cirencester

C_39 AustinRoad Flats (9 dwellings) Cirencester
C_101A Magistrates Court (5 dwellings) Cirencester

C_97 MemorialHospital (11 dwellings) Cirencester

CC 23BLand at AstonRoad (34 dwellings) Chipping Campden
CC_23CLand at AstonRoad (80 dwellings) Chipping Campden

CC_40A Barrells Pitchand Land north of Cherry Trees, AstonRoad  Chipping Campden
(6 dwellings)

DA_2 Dukes Field (10dwellings) Down Ampney
DA_5A Buildingsat Rooktree Farm (8 dwellings) Down Ampney
DA_8Land atBroadleaze (10 dwellings) Down Ampney

K 2 Land at StationRoad (12 dwellings) Kemble

L_18BLand westof Orchard Close, Downington (9 dwellings); Lechlade-on-Thames
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Site Location
L_19 Land south of Butler's Court (9 dwellings). Lechlade-on-Thames
M_60 Former Hospital site (21 dwellings) Moreton-in-Marsh

N_13BLand northwest of Hammond Drive and Midwinter Road (5 Northleach
dwellings)

N_14B Land adjoining EastEndand Nostle Road (17 dwellings) Northleach

S_8A Stow Agricultural Services, Lower Swell Road (10 dwellings) Stow-on-the-Wold
T_24BFormerMatbro Site (9 dwellings) Tetbury

T_51 Northfield Garage (18 dwellings) Tetbury

W_1Aand W_1B Garage Workshopand Gardenbehindthe Nook, ~ Willersey
Main Street (5 dwellings)

BOW_E1 Landnorth of Bourton Industrial Estate / Business Park Bourton-on-the-Water
(3.38ha)

CCN_E1 Battle Brook/ Extensionto Campden BusinessPark(0.67  Chipping Campden
ha)

CIR_13B Sheep Streetlsland (0.96 ha) Cirencester
CIR_E10Forum Carpark(0.54 ha) Cirencester
CIR_E16ABrewery Car Park Cirencester

LEC_E1 Land northof Butler's Court(1.25ha) Lechlade-on-Thames
MOR_EB6 Fire Service College B(7.13 ha) Moreton-in-Marsh

CIR_E14 Waterloocarpark(0.67 ha) - mixed car parking and office ~ Cirencester
provision;

W_7A/WIL_E1C - Land north of B4632 and east of employment Willersey
estate (49 dwellings, 1.97 haforB1, B2 and/or B8 use class
employmentland)

The sites outlined above have beenassessedas part of the appraisal of the current version of the
Local Plan presentedbelowin Part 2 ofthis SA Report.
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As partofthe development of the LocalPlan, in 2014/15 Cotswold District Councilidentified ten
potential sitesforallocating gypsy, traveler and travelling showpeople pitches. These siteswere as
follows:

e Shorncote, South Cerney

o Hill View, Ilcomb

e Landadjacentto CirencesterRoad, Seven Springs, Coberley (x2 sites)
e (Old Dairy, Dudgrove Lane, Kempsford

¢ Meadowland Caravan Site, Fosseway, Bourton-on-the-Water

e LandatAstonRoad, Chipping Campden

e LandEastof Cirencester Road, South Cerney

e Landadjacentto Down Ampney Football Club, Down Ampney

e Landtothe rearof Green's Close, Great Rissington, Cheltenham

The potential sites forallocating gypsy, traveller and travelling show p eople pitcheswere consideredin
terms of their suitability for taking forward through the Local Plan. To supportthis process, an
appraisal was undertaken for each of these sites, with the aim of informing the proposedallocation of
pitches.

Theappraisal of these sitesis presentedin Appendix IV.

Followingthe consideration of the ten potential sites (including as informed by the SA process), the
pitches atthe following siteswere allocatedinthe latest version of the Local Plan:

e Shorncote, South Cerney - 2 pitches

e Seven Springs, Coberley— 1 pitch

o Meadowland Caravan Site, Fosseway, Bourton-on-the-Water— 4 pitches
e Landtothe rearof Green's Close, Great Rissington — 2 pitches

In addition, the latest version of the Local Plan allocates the following reserve site if any shortfall is
identified inthe supply of gypsies and traveller accommodation;

e Seven Springs, Coberley (secondsite) — 2 pitches.
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As highlighted above, the Local Plan Regulation 18 Consultation: Planning Policies documentwas
released for consultationin November 2015. The Planning Policies document set outa series of
proposed criteriabywhich planning applicationsand site allocations wouldbe considered and
determined inthe district. These were developed to reflect the various evidence studies preparedto
supportthe development of the Local Planto date and also to reflect the findings of the appraisal of
the preferred development strategy and reasonable alternatives through the SA process.

The Planning Policies consultationwas accompanied by an Interim SA Report. Thiswas designedto
inform the consultation through presentingan appraisal of the proposed planning policies presentedin
the Planning Policies document.

In additionto presentingan appraisal of the draft planning policies for the Local Plan, the Interim SA
Report presented a series ofrecommendations for consideration during the preparation of the
Regulation 19 consultation version of the Local Plan. These included:

o Thereis further potential forthe planning policies to set out how the delivery of improved
greeninfrastructure provision can be delivered through a coordinated green infrastructure
approachlinkedto sub-regionalwork beingundertaken.

e Inrelationto biodiversity, thereis potentialforthe policies to define the mechanisms by which
the elements related to ‘overriding public interest’and 'no alternative acceptable solution'are
defined ordecidedfroma LocalPlan perspective, and the app roaches which shouldbe
implemented in terms of the replacement of habitat, compensation or other mechanisms.

¢ Includea carbonreductiontargetforresidential developmentsand provide further explanation
of the fitwith Buildings Regulations in the supporting text.

e Woodlandcreationandthelinks to biomass/biofuel use shouldbe given greater policy
prominence as part of the Trees, Hedgerows and Woodland policy.

e Thepolicies shouldseekto supportthe adaptability of landscape to the likely effects of
climate change overlongertimescales than that of the plan.

e Thereis potential forthe planning policies to be modified to encourage the sustainability of
new housing developmentinthe district with respect to water efficiency and water reuse.

e Expand the policies to specifically address provision of housing designed to meetthe needs
of olderpeople.

The planning policies have been updatedto reflect responses on the consultation onthe Local Plan
Regulation 18 Consultation: Planning Policies document and subsequent consultation on the Local
Plan Submission Draft.

Thelatestversion of the planning policies presented through the Local Plan Submission Draft (as
updated bythe Focussed Changes) hasbeen appraisedalongside the proposed development
strategyforthe Local Planin Part 2 of this SAReport.
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This chapter presentsappraisal findings in relation to the Local Plan Submission Draft, as updated by
the Focussed Changes.

The appraisal of the policiesin the current version of the Local Plan has been presented through the
eight SA Themes. Inundertaking the appraisal, the proposed polices were reviewed to determine
whicharelikely to have a positive or negative environmental effect under each SA Theme. For
example, Policy H6 (Removal of Occupancy Conditions) is unlikely to have any effect onbiodiversityin
the districtand therefore has notbeen considered under this theme.

Where a causal linkbetween policesand SAThemes is established, significant effects are identified
through the judgement of the consultants with reference to the evidence base (i.e the scoping
information). The appraisalusesthe criteriain Schedule 1 of the SEA Regulations, thatis:

o the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects;

e the cumulative nature of the effects;

e thetransboundary nature of the effects;

e therisks to humanhealth orthe environment (forexample, due to accidents);

e the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical areaand size of the population
likely to be affected);

e the valueand vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to-
o special natural characteristics or culturalheritage;
o exceeded environmental quality standards orlimit values; or
o intensiveland-use and

o the effects onareas orlandscapes which have a recognised national, community or
international protection status.

Where likely significant effects have beenidentified, these are describedin summary tablesforeach
SATheme.

Every effortis made to predict effects accurately; however, this is inherently challenging given the
strategic nature of the Local Plan document. The ability to predict effects accuratelyis also affected
bythe limitations ofthe baseline data. Because of the uncertainties involved, thereis aneed to
exercise cautionwhenidentifyingand evaluating significant effects and ensure assumptionsare
explainedinfull.® Inmanyinstancesitis not possible to predict significant effects, butitis possible to
comment onmerits (or otherwise) inmore general terms.

9 As stated by Government Guidance (The Plan Making Manual, see ):
"Ultimately, the significance of an effectis a matter of judgment and should require no more than a clear and reasonable
Justification."
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Foreach SA theme, the appraisal hasbeen presented two-fold.
e Commentaryonthe proposed Local Plan development strategy; and

¢ Commentaryonthe draftplanas awhole.

Airgualityinthe districtis generally good, with few significantissues. Airquality monitoringhas shown
that only onelocationin the district, the Air Balloonjunction at Birdlip exceeds the national objective
fornitrogendioxide. As suchan AQMAhas been declaredat this location.

The exceedance of nitrogen dioxide at this locationislargely related to longer distance traffic using the
strategicroad network (in particularthe A417). Exceedances also only affecta smallnumber of
properties. The development strategy forthe Local Plan directs new developmentto the 18 larger
settlementsinthe district. Ofthese settlements, onlythe allocationsat Cirencesterare likelyto lead to
tangibleincreases in traffic flows at this junction. Thejunction has also beenearmarked for
improvement, with a realigned road and junction enhancements. Given these elements, the
developmentstrategyis unlikely to lead to significant effects onair quality at this location.

In terms of water quality, the effect of new development onwater quality in the district will depend on
the implementation of measures to protectand enhance water quality and sustainable water
management. Thisis notdirectlyrelatedto the development strategy.

In relationto the topics covered by the Environmental Quality SA Theme, Policy EN15 (Pollution,
Contaminated Landand Hazardous Substances) seeks to ensure that developmentis not permitted
that would “...resultin unacceptable levels of pollution of the air, land, surface water, or ground water
sources” orwhichis likelyto cause”...significant problems orunacceptable light levels (pollution), or
otherdisturbance suchas spillage flicker, vibration, dust orsmell." The policy also states that
permissionwouldnotbe grantedto developmenton land”...thatis suspected of being contaminated
orcontaining a potentialhazardous substance”and whichresultsin unacceptable risk to future
occupiers of the development, neighbouring uses or the environment “from the contamination or
potential hazardous substance including ground gas migrating fromlandfill sites." The policy also
places responsibility with the developer to undertake the necessary remedial works. This willbe
further supported by Policy EN1 (Built, Natural and Historic Environment) which seeks to “...improve air,
soiland water quality where feasible."

Whilstairqualityis generally goodin the district, with only one Air Quality Management Areadeclared
(encompassingthejunction ofthe A417 and A436 at the Birdlip Roundaboutand nearby properties),
road transportis akeyinputinto existingissueslocally. Roadtransportis alsoa significantinputinto
noise pollutionissuesinsome parts of the district. Inthis contexta number of the policieswill support
the measures implemented through the Gloucestershire Local Transport Plan to improve airand noise
quality county-wide. Thisincludes Policy INF3 (Sustainable Transport), Policy INF4 (Highway Safety)
and Policy INF6 (Vale of EveshamHeavy Goods Vehicle Control Zone), which seek to promote modal
shiftfrom the private carand limit the effects of transport on the builtand natural environment.

The Cotswold Design Code implemented through Policy EN2 of the Local Plan sets out provisions for
sustainable design,including the use of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS). This will support
environmental quality inthe district.

AECOM
73



Cotswold Local Plan: Focussed Changes SA Report

The policies which promote enhancements to greeninfrastructure (including specifically Policy EN2,
EN3 and INF7, supported bypoliciesEN1T andEN4, EN7-9, INF1, INF3and SP3-5) willsupport air
quality through facilitatingincreased absorption and dissipation of nitrogen dioxide and other
pollutants,improve noise quality throughincreasing absorption of noise and promoting enhancements
to water quality through managing pollutantsin water run-off. Enhancements to greeninfrastructure
will also promote modal shift (and as such help limit the effects of traffic growth on environmental
qualityinthe district) through improving opportunities for walkingand cycling and enhancing
sustainable transport networks.

Policy INF8 (Water Management Infrastructure) sets out provisions forthe incorporating SuDS and
protecting groundwaterresources. This willbe supported by Policy EN15 (Pollution and Contaminated
Land)also seeks to ensure that water supplyis protection fromcontamination.

In relationto the policy forthe Fire Services College Special Policy Area(Policy EC4), this requiresthat
investigations intoland contamination are undertaken prior to the granting of any planning permission
and appropriate remediation undertaken. Italso seeksto ensure that proposals for the site
demonstrate that a thorough investigation of noise, fumes and smells hasbeen carried outinrelation
to the use of the operationalarea, and identify any appropriate safeguarding measuresrequired to
satisfactorilyaddress potential impacts on residential areas. Thiswill help limitthe impacts of activities
fromthe Fire Services College onairand noise quality.

Enhancementstoair Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
qualityinthedistrict  positive.

Enhancements to Direct, long-term, permanent and None proposed.
noise qualityinthe positive.

district

Enhancements to Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
water qualityinthe positive.

district

SSSI ImpactRisk Zones are a GIS tool/dataset which mapszonesaround each SSSlaccording to the
particular sensitivities of the features forwhichitis notified. They specifythe types of development
that have the potential to have adverse impacts ata given location. Natural England isa statutory
consultee ondevelopment proposals that mightimpact on SSSis.

In relationto the residential allocations proposedthroughthe Local Plan,none of the proposed
allocations are within SSSI Impact Risk Zonesforthe types of development proposed. Whilst the sites
inthe vicinity of Lechlade-on-Thamesarerelatively close to the Cotswold Water Park SSSI, they are
notwithinthe SSSI ImpactRisk Zones for the scale of residential development proposed.

In terms of employment sites, one proposed allocationiswithinan SSSIimpactRiskZone. This relates
to the 3.38ha BOW_E1 (Land north of Bourton Industrial Estate / Business Park) allocation, whichis
within the ImpactRisk Zone for Salmonsbury Meadows SSSI for “Large non-residential developments
outside existing settlements/urban areas where netadditional gross internalfloorspaceis > 1,000m ?
orfootprintexceeds 0.2ha." Whilstthe allocationis on the edge of the settlement, thereis aneed to
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ensure thatemployment provision at this location avoids effects onthe SSSI, particularly given this
area of neutral lowland grassland is currently deemed to bein ‘unfavourable recovering’ condition

In relationto effects on other sites and areas of biodiversity interest, the following sites overlap orare
adjacentwith Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats.

¢ M_60FormerHospital site (Moreton-in-Marsh)

¢ MOR_EG Fire Service College B (Moreton-in-Marsh)

CIR_E14 Waterloo car park (Cirencester)

CIR_13B Sheep Streetlsland (Cirencester)

F_44 Landto rear of Faulkner Close, Horcott (Fairford)

In terms of the proposed strategic scale allocation proposed at Chesterton, the allocationis unlikely to
have any significant effects onbiodiversity. Whilst Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitatsare located
adjacentto the east of the site, thereis significant potential for on-site biodiversity improvements to
supporttheintegrity of this habitat.

Potential effects of Local Plan allocations on European designated nature conservation sites have
been considered through the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) undertaken for the Local Plan.
This has highlighted that none of the proposedallocations are likely to have effects onthese sites.

Fourkey policies provide the main focusforthe Local Plan's approach to biodiversity in Cotswold
District.

Policy EN8 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity: Features, Habitats and Species) provides an overarching
approachto biodiversity inthe district, and presents a robust basis for the protection and
enhancement of habitats, speciesand ecological connections. This includes through establishing an
expectation that habitat fragmentation and loss of ecological connectivity is not permitted and
favouring proposalsthat conserve and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity and support ecological
networks. Italso supports a landscape-scale approach to biodiversity enhancements, reflecting
current initiatives in the districtincludingrelating to Nature Improvement Areas and the delivery of the
Gloucestershire Nature Map.

In terms of designated sites, Policy EN9 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity: Designated Sites) sets outthe
approach to development managementrelating to national andlocally designated sites in the district
and sets out a hierarchy of sites of biodiversity value and a policy approach foreach. Italso
acknowledgestheimportance of localgeological sites for geodiversity through setting out provisions
fortheir protection. Thisis broadlyinline with the NPPF and other planning/ conservation legislation.
Policy EN9 also providesarobustapproach to the protection of internationally designated sites in the
district, which has beenreflected by the findings ofthe Habitats Regulations Assessment undertaken
to dateforthe Local Plan.

Policy EN7 (Trees, Hedgerows and Woodland) seeks to ensure that trees, hedgerows and woodland of
ecological value are conserved and enhanced, with compensatory plantinginitiated where there is loss
of suchfeatures. PoliciesEN2 (The Built Environment) and INF7 (Green Infrastructure) seek to ensure
that all new developmentin the district contributes to the protectionand enhancement of existing
greeninfrastructure and the delivery of new greeninfrastructure, both onand off-site and links to the
wider strategic greeninfrastructure network. Inrelationto the currentversion of the plan, italso
acknowledges how the delivery of improved greeninfrastructure provision can be delivered through a
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coordinated greeninfrastructure approach linked to sub-regionalwork being undertaken (including by
Gloucestershire County Council). Thiswill be further supported by Policy EN1 (Built, Naturaland
Historic Environment) which seeks to address “climate change, habitat loss and fragmentation through
creating new habitats and the better management of existing habitats”. These policieswill therefore
supportdistrict-wide and sub-regional ecological networks.

A number of the policies support the main biodiversity policies. Forexample the policy forthe three
‘Special Policy Areas’ (Royal Agricultural University, Campden BRI and Fire Services College, Policy
EC4) seeks to ensure the completion of ecological surveys and monitoring prior to the
commencement of construction,and seeksto ensure that biodiversity strategies are prepared to
accompany masterplans for the three sites which establish which areaswill be protectedand
enhanced, and appropriate mitigation measures. Policy EN4 (The Wider Naturaland Historic
Landscapeg)is also likely to indirectly maintain the connectivity of ecological systemswithinthe district
through supporting alandscape-scale approach to environmental enhancements. The policyforthe
Thames and Severn Canal (SP3) and the policy former minerals workings inthe Cotswold Water Park
(SP5) also seek to enhance the biodiversity value of these key features of importance for habitatsand
species inthe district.

Improved ecological  Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
connectivity positive.

Improved ecological  Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
resilience positive.

‘Wider' ecological Direct, long-term, permanent and None proposed.
benefits positive.

Increased habitat Indirect, long-term,permanentand None proposed.
and greenspace positive.

through green

infrastructure

enhancements

The development strategy taken forward through the Local Plan seeks to directanincreased level of
housing provisionto the 17 larger settlementsin the district. Thishas the potential to encourage the
use of lower carbon modes of transport, including walkingand cyclingand public transport through
directing housing to the settlements with the broadest range of services andfacilities and promoting
accessibility. Interms of the other aspects relating to climate change mitigation, the sustainability
performance of the options depends on elements suchas the integration of energy efficient design
within new developmentand the provision of renewable energy.

In terms of the proposedallocations for housingand employment put forward through the Local Plan,
parts of three sites are withina Flood Zone 2 or 3, as follows:
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o CIR_E14 Waterloo car park
e | 18BLandwestof Orchard Close, Downington
e | 19LlandsouthofButler'sCourt
¢ M _19BLland south-east of Fosseway Avenue
A number of sites also intersectwitha 1in 30 year surface waterflood zone:
e CCN_E"1 Battle Brook/ Extensionto Campden Business Park

e M_60FormerHospital site

W_7A/WIL_E1C-Land north of B4632and east of employment estate

C_39 AustinRoadFlats
e T_51 Northfield Garage

M_19A Landsouth-east of Fosseway Avenue

M_19B Land south-east of Fosseway Avenue

A key SA objectiveis to address the causes of climate change through reducing emissions of
greenhouse gases. Interms of the provision of low carbon energy, Policy INF10 (Renewable and Low
Carbon Energy Development) seeks to support the generation of energy from renewable or low
carbonsources 'wherever possible’ provided potentialimpacts fromsuch provisionare avoided. The
policyalsoseeks to encourage developersto demonstrate how renewable energyand lowcarbon
technologieswill beincorporatedinto new developments. The policy explicitly excludeswind power
however.

The policies relatingto sustainable transport and greeninfrastructure (e.g. Policy EN2, EN3 and INF7,
supported by policies ENT,EN4, EN7-9, INF1, INF3and SP3-5) will help to reduce the growthin
emissionsrelatingto caruse throughsupporting modal shift from the private car. This willbe
supported by Policy EC7 (Retall), Policy EC8 (Main Town Centre Uses) and the Cirencester Town Centre
Strategy (Policy S3), whichwill enhance accessibility by sustainable transport modes andreduce the
need to travel by focusing services, facilitiesand amenitiesin the town centres of the larger
settlements.

The Local Plan presentsa Design Code for the district (Policy EN2, The Built Environment). A key
element of the Cotswold Design Codeis sustainable design, which seeksto encourage enhanced
energy efficiencyand the integration of renewable energy provision within development. The Code
highlights that this shouldbe implemented both through new build developments and by altering
existing buildings.

Withregard to residential developments, the scope to set standards for residential building
performance has beenrecentlyand radically curtailed by the Government's Housing Standards
Review. The Ministerial Statement publishedin March 2015 outlines the Government's national
planning policy onthe setting of technical standardsfor new dwellingsand Local Planmaking. T he
CodeforSustainable Homeshas been formally withdrawn so targets against this shouldno longerbe
setinpolicy. Energy performance standards that exceed the energy requirements of Building

AECOM



Cotswold Local Plan: Focussed Changes SA Report

Regulationscanstillbe setin Local Plans until commencement of amendments to the Planningand
Energy Act 2008 inthe Deregulation Bill2015. However, given that the energy performance
requirements in Building Regulationswill be set ata level equivalent to the (outgoing) Code for
Sustainable Homes Level 4, the Ministerial Statementadvises that 'we would expectiocal planning
authorities to take this statement of the government’s intention into accountin applying existing
policies andnotset conditions with requirements above a Code level 4 equivalent. As suchitis
recognized thatthe scopeforthe CotswoldDistrict LocalPlanto include energy efficiency and
sustainability standardsis limited.

The policies presentedinthe Local Plan donotreferto the benefits of extendingwood planting for
carbonstorage andwoodfuel provision. Giventhe scope forlocal sourcing of biomass fromlocal
woodland, aswell as significant carbon storage, itis recommended thatthis issue shouldbe given
greaterpolicy prominence, perhapsas part of Policy EN7, Trees, Hedgerows and Woodlands.

The district's geography andits environmental sensitivities highlight the requirement foritto adaptto a
changing climate overthe next 50-100 years, including extreme weather events.

The Natural Environment White Paper recognisesthat greeninfrastructure is ‘one of the most effective
tools available' to manage ‘environmentalrisks such as flooding and heat waves. Inthis context Policy
INF7 (GreenInfrastructure) seeks to ensure that all new developmentin the district contributes to the
protectionand enhancement of existing greeninfrastructure and the delivery of new green
infrastructure, both onand off-site, and links to the wider strategic greeninfrastructure network. Thisis
supported by the proposed Cotswold Design Code (implemented through Policy EN2), which sets out
arange of detailed and comprehensive provisions for green infrastructure provision in the district.
Greeninfrastructure networks will also be supported by Policy EN7 (Trees, Hedgerows and Woodland),
which seeks to ensure that trees, hedgerows andwoodland of ecological value are conserved and
enhanced, with compensatory planting initiated where there is loss of such featuresand the two
biodiversity policies (EN8and EN9). EN8 also supports alandscape-scale approach to biodiversity
enhancements, reflecting currentinitiatives inthe districtincluding relating to Nature Improvement
Areas and the delivery of the Gloucestershire Nature Map,and Policy EN1 (Built, Natural and Historic
Environment) also seeks to support climate change adaptation through 'addressing climate change,
habitatloss andfragmentation through creating new habitats andthe better management of existing
habitats'. Thiswill supporttheresilience of ecological networksto the effects of climate change.

Policy EN14 (ManagingFloodRisk) sets out the Local Plan'sapproach to floodrisk. Whilstthe policyis
farreaching, and sets out the key evidence base documents which should be considered and
addressesthe main elements relatedto floodrisk, itis considered that this approachisbroadlyinline
withthe National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and as suchis not likely to have significant effects
beyond the baseline (i.e.inaddition to the NPPF).

In relationto water supply, itis anticipated that the Water Resources Management Plans prepared by
water supply companies willaddresslong-term water supplyissues associated with growth. Inthis
contextthe Cotswold Water Cycle Study'®is clear that water supplyis a matter for the water supply
companies ratherthan the Local Planning Authority.

Giventhe scopeforlocal sourcing of biomass fromlocal woodland, as wellas significant carbon
storage, itis recommended that the benefits of extendingwood planting for carbon storage and
woodfuel provisionis given greater policy prominenceinthe Local Plan policies, perhapsas part of
Policy EN7 (Trees, Hedgerows and Woodlands).

0 Cotswold District Council and Environment Agency (2015) Cotswold Water Cycle Study
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Reductionin Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
greenhouse gas positive.

emissionsthrough

reducing need to

travel and modal

shift.
Reductionin Direct, long-term, permanent and None proposed.
greenhouse gas positive.

emissionsemissions
fromdevelopment of
renewable energy

installations.

Carbon Uncertain. Level of significance uncertainat this
sequestrationand stage. Woodland creation and the links
provision of to biomass/biofuel use shouldbe given
woodfuel through greaterpolicy prominence, perhapsas
extension ofwood partof Policy EN7 (Trees, Hedgerows
planting. and Woodland).

Given the aim to supportthe vitality and viability of a broaderrange of settlements in the district, andto
supportthe guality of life of residents, the development strategy for the Local Plan allocatesa number
of sites within orimmediately adjacentto the Cotswold AONB. Theseinclude as followsinthe
settlements of Andoversford, Blockley, Chipping Campden, Cirencester, Moreton-in-Marsh,
Northleach, Stow-on-the-Wold, Tetbury and Willersey:

A_2 Landtorear of Templefieldsand Crossfields

N_13BLand northwest of Hommond Drive and Midwinter Road
N_14B Land adjoining East End and Nostle Road (17 dwellings)
S_8A Stow Agricultural Services, Lower Swell Road

BK_8 Land at Sheafhouse Farm

BK_14AThelLimes, Station Road

CC23BLandatAstonRoad

CC_23ClLandatAstonRoad

CC_40A Barrells Pitchand Land north of Cherry Trees, Aston Road
CCN_E1 Battle Brook/ Extension to Campden Business Park

M_60 FormerHospital site
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W_1Aand W_1B Garage Workshop and Garden behind the Nook, Main Street
T_24BFormerMatbro Site

T _31BLandadjacentto Blind Lane

T 51 Northfield Garage

Strategic scale site at Chesterton

A number of proposedallocations are also located within oradjacent to conservation areas inthe
district. The sites,and the conservation areas they are within oradjacent,include:

M_60 FormerHospital site (Moreton-in-Marsh Conservation Area)

W_1Aand W_1B Garage Workshop and Garden behind the Nook, Main Street (Willersey
Conservation Area)

C_17 42-54Querns Lane (Cirencester South Conservation Area)

C_101A Magistrates Court (Cirencester Town Centre Conservation Area)
C_97 MemorialHospital (Cirencester Town Centre Conservation Area)
CIR_E14 Waterloo car park (Cirencester Town Centre Conservation Area)
CIR_13B Sheep Streetlsland (Cirencester Town Centre Conservation Area)
CIR_E16ABrewery CarPark (Cirencester Town Centre Conservation Area)
CIR_E10ForumCar park (Cirencester Town Centre Conservation Area)
K_2 Land at StationRoad (Kemble and Kemble Station Conservation Area)

K_5 Land to North West of Kemble Primary School (Kemble and Kemble Station Conservation
Area)

L_19 Land south of Butler's Court (Lechlade Conservation Area)

Large areas of Circencesterare covered by scheduled monumentsreflecting the town's historic
resource relating to the Roman period. Onthis basis, six of the proposedallocatedinthe town
intersect orare adjacentto scheduled monuments, includingas follows;

C_17 42-54Querns Lane
C_97 MemorialHospital
CIR_E14 Waterloo carpark
CIR_13B Sheep Streetlsland
CIR_E16ABrewery CarPark

CIR_E10ForumCarpark.

Similarly, inrelationto the strategic scale allocation proposed for Chesterton, a scheduled monument
overlaps partof the area inthe south (the citationforthe scheduledmonumentis 'Settlement SE of
Chesterton Farm, a Romano-British settlement).
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CotswoldDistricthas arich historic environment and high quality landscapes and townscapes that
should be conserved, enhanced and enjoyed. This s reflected by the planning policies proposed for
the Local Plan, which have a strong focus on protecting and enhancing landscape and townscape
gualityinthe districtand conserving and enhancing the fabricand setting of the historic environment.

The Cotswold AONB covers approximately 80% of the district. The key planning policy relatingto the
AONBis presentedthrough Policy EN5 (Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty). This
highlights that for proposals withinthe AONB, 'the conservationand enhancement of the natural
beauty of the landscape, its character and special qualities will be given great weight'. Thisis
supported by the backgroundtext for the policy whichboth recognises the prominence of the AONB
Management Plan for guiding new developmentin the area of the district covered by the AONB, and
reproduces the key AONB ‘Special Qualities'. This will supporta coordinatedapproachbetweenthe
provisions of the Local Planand the provisions of the AONB Management Plan.

In terms of ‘major development’inthe AONB, thiswill notbe permitted 'unless it satisfies the
exceptions setoutinnational policy.” ‘"Major development'is subsequently definedinthe background
text.

In terms of other policies, Policy EC4 (Special Policy Areas) seeks to ensure that development at the
Royal Agricultural College and Campden BRI both recognise the sensitivity of these locations within
the Cotswolds AONBand seekto safeguardand enhance the character of the AONB. PolicyEC10
(Development of Tourist Facilities and Visitor Attractions) also seeksto ensure new tourism
developmentis effectively and appropriately controlled to protect the high quality natural and built
environmentinthe AONB.

As suchitis consideredthat potential effects onthe AONB fromthe 15 proposed allocations within
this nationally designatedlandscape will be minimized, with potential enhancements to landscape
character supported.

More broadlyinrelationto the SA theme, Policy EN4 (The Wider Natural and Historic Landscape) sets
outa range of provisionsforthe protection and enhancement of the historic and naturallandscapein
the district. Inthis contextit states that the new developmentwill only be permittedwhere it does not
have an effect onlandscape character or tranquillity- both within the district or surrounding areas-and
‘enhance, restore and better manage' key features and areas. Forareas outside of the AONB and with
highlandscape sensitivity, Policy EN6 (Special Landscape Areas) offers protection forthe landscape
characterinthese areas.

Landscape andtownscape characterand local distinctivenesswillbe supported by the provisions of a
number of further Local Plan policies. A key policyinthis regard will be the built environment policy
(EN2). Through seekingto ensure that new developmentaccordsin full to the Cotswold Design Code,
this will promote a coherent approach to new design which directly reflectslocal characterareas. This
will be further supported by the recentinclusion of landscape and greeninfrastructure design
elements withinthe Design Code. Inaddition to seeking to ensure that design quality ‘respects the
characterand distinctive appearance of the locality’, the policy also seeks to encourage innovative
designwhichraisesdesign standards.

Landscape andtownscape character, and the setting of the historicenvironmentwillalso be
supported by the greeninfrastructure policies. Policy INF7 (Green Infrastructure) seeksto ensure that
all new developmentinthe district contributes to the protection and enhancement of existing green
infrastructure and the delivery of new greeninfrastructure, both onand off-site and links to the wider
strategic greeninfrastructure network. Greeninfrastructure networkswill alsobe supported by Policy
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EN7 (Trees, Hedgerows and Woodland) which seeks to ensure that trees, hedgerows andwoodland of
landscape value are conserved and enhanced, with compensatory plantinginitiated where there is
loss of such features. The two biodiversity policies (EN8and EN9) will further supportlandscape
character through augmenting the link between biodiversity and the character of the countryside and
landscape. The Local Green Spaces policy (Policy EN3) willdesignate 13 Local Green Spaces inthe
district. The GreenBeltpolicy (Policy SP1)alsowill supportlandscape character withinthe small area
of the districtareas covered by the Gloucester and Cheltenham Green Belt, and the policy for former
minerals workingsin the Cotswolds Water Park (SP5) will supportlandscape quality at theselocations
through seeking to enhance landscape character and local distinctiveness.

In relationto other policies, the Main Town Centre Uses policy (EC8) seeks to ensure that town centre
uses ...contribute to the quality, attractiveness and character of the settlements, including the centre
and the street frontage within which the site is located', the tourism palicies (including EC10-11) seek
to ensure that landscape/townscape character and the quality of the public realm is enhanced by new
tourism provision, andthe transport policies (Policies INF3-5) seek to help limit the impacts of
transportinfrastructure onthe public realm. Landscape/townscape characterand visual amenityin
the vicinities of the Royal Agricultural University, the Campden BRI and the Fire Services College are
supported by the policy for the three Significant Employment Sites (Policy EC4). The provisions of the
Vale of Evesham Heavy Goods Vehicle Control Zone policy (INF6) will also help limit effects on
landscape and townscape quality inthe area covered by the Control Zone. DS2 (Development within
Development Boundaries), DS3 (Residential Development Outside Cirencester and the Principal
Settlements), INF9 (Telecommunications Infrastructure) and H4 (Specialist Accommodation for Older
People) set out provisions for the protection and enhancement of landscape and townscape quality in
the districtrelating to theselanduses.

The Local Plan presents detailed policieswhich seek to protectand enhance the key features and
areas of historic environmentinterest. Policy EN10 (Designated Heritage Assets) setsoutarange of
provisionsforensuringthat development proposals protectand enhance designate heritage assets,
and ensuring thatany development proposals donotlead to harm to the significance of a designated
assetorits setting unless in exceptional circumstances of publicbenefit. Similarly, Policy EN12 (Non-
Designated Heritage Assets) sets out provisions for non-designated assets, and promotes proposals
whichwill enhance the character of suchanasset. Policy EN13 (The Conversion ofNon-Domestic
Historic Buildings) presentsa series of provisions for the conversion of heritage assets inthe district.
In particularitfocuses on: the rejuvenation of underutilised assets; the suitability of the assetbeing
converted inrelation to its proposed use; and protectingand enhancing the fabric and setting of the
asset.

Theintegrity of the conservationareas inthe districtis supported by Policy EN11 (Designated
Heritage Assets-Conservation Areas) which sets out a range of provisions for protectingand
enhancing these key areas of historic environmentinterest. Central provisions of the policyinclude
related to character, design and materials; the setting of the conservation areas, including green
spaces; views inand out of the conservation areas; and signage. The policyalso seeksto ensure that
all development takesplacein conjunction with the relevant Conservation Area Appraisal. Inthis
respectthe policy provides arobustfocus for the protection and enhancement of local distinctiveness
inconservationareas inthe districtand willhelp ensure that the allocations highlighted above within
conservationareas will provide an appropriate degree of protection forthe conservation areas’
integrity.

Cirencester town centre has arich historic environment, incorporating the town's historic evolution
from the Roman period to the currentday. Thisisreflected bythe presence of numeroushistoric
environment designations, including the conservationarea, listed buildingand scheduled monument
designations inthe town centre. The town's historic environmentresource is mirrored by the
Cirencester Town Centre Strategy (Policy S3a to S3f), which has a close focus on protecting and
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enhancing the quality of the built environment, townscape character and historic environment of the
town centre.

The Thames and Severn Canal is a key historic environmentassetinthe district. The eastern part of
the canal withinthe districtis currently being restored, with a view to re-establishingthe linkto the
River Thames from the River Severn inwestern Gloucestershire. Inaddition to restoringkey sections
of the canal which had previously beenin decline, enhancements to the canal will support the
rejuvenation of the canal as a keyrecreational andvisitor asset, and enhance accessibility to this
importantheritage feature. Inthis context, Policy SP3 fully supports the restoration of the canal
corridor, seeks to promote access to the canal andresists the loss of key features of importance for
the fabric and setting of the canal. Thiswillsupport the rejuvenation of this key cultural heritage asset
forthe district.

The setting of the historic environment of the districtand local distinctiveness will also be supported
bythe policies which seekto protectand enhance landscape character and visualamenity discussed
above.

The policies relating to sustainable transport and green infrastructure (e.g. Policies INF3-7) willhelp to
reduce the growthin caruse through supportingmodal shift from the private car. This willbe
supported by Policy EC7 (Retail) and Policy EC8 (Main Town Centre Uses) which willenhance
accessibility by sustainable transport modes and reduce the need to travel by focusing services,
facilities andamenitiesin the town centres of the larger settlements. As such, through limiting traffic
growthand promoting the use of sustainable transport, these policies will supportlandscap e and
townscape character and the setting of the historic environment.

Enhanced landscape Directand indirect, long-term, None proposed.
and townscape permanentand positive

character

Protectionand Direct, long-term, permanentand ~ None proposed.
enhancement of positive.

heritage assets,

including repairand

reuse where

appropriate

Protectionand Direct, long-term, permanent and None proposed.
enhancement of positive.

Cirencestertown
centre, akey historic
environment
resource

Increased Direct, long-term, permanent and None proposed.
accessibility of positive.

heritage assets

through promotion

of sustainable

transport

improvements
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A number of the proposedallocationsare located on greenfield land,and have the potential to leadto
the loss of higher quality agriculturalland.

In this context the strategic scale development at Chesterton wouldresultintheloss of areas of Grade
2 agricultural land, whichis land classified as the ‘Bestand Most Versatile' agriculturalland. Other
allocations withthe potentialto leadto the loss of the Bestand Most Versatile land (i.e. land classified
as Grade 1, Grade 2 or Grade 3a agricultural land) include at the following sites:

e (CC23BLandatAstonRoad

e (CC _23ClLandatAstonRoad

o (CCN_E1 Battle Brook/Extensionto Campden Business Park
e DA_2Dukes Field

e DA_5ABuildings atRooktree Farm

L_19 Land south of Butler's Court

M_12A Landat Evenlode Road

M_19A (MOR_E8)and M_19B Land south-east of Fosseway Avenue

In additiona number of siteshave been allocated onlandwhich has notrecently been classified, but
were classifiedas Grade 3 land priorto1988. Theseare as follows:

e A _2landtorearof Templefieldsand Crossfields

e N_13BLandnorthwestof Hammond Drive and Midwinter Road

BK_8Land at Sheafhouse Farm

K_2Land at StationRoad

K_1BLand between WindmillRoadand A429

K_5 Land to North West of Kemble Primary School
e | 18BLandwestofOrchardClose Downington
e T 31BLandadjacentto Blind Lane

Whilstitis uncertain whether this land can be classified as the Bestand Most Versatile Land (i.e. land
classifiedas Grade 3aland), ornot classifiedas such (i.e. Grade 3b land),itis appropriate to note that
developmentattheselocationshas the potential to leadto the loss of higher quality agriculturalland.

In terms of soils resources, with the exception of the Renewable Energy Policy INF10, which seeks to
precludetheloss of ‘high quality agricultural land' for renewable energy installations), the Local Plan
policies donotseek to protectareas of the bestand most versatile agriculturalland (i.e.land classified
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as Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3a agricultural land). However, the NPPF will provide an element of
protectionto suchlandinthis regard, and given the lack of reliable categorisation of the best and most
versatile agriculturalland, itis consideredthat national policy provides sufficient guidance in this
regard. Policy EC5 Rural Diversification also seeks to ensure that agricultural useswillnotbe
undermined by diversification of farms, and that continued operation of the agricultural and/or other
land-based rural businessis supported.

The Cotswold Design Code (implemented through Policy EN2) sets out provisions for the sustainable
designof new development. Inaddition to setting out basic provisionsinrelationto resource
efficiency this signposts design guides available elsewhere. Interms of water supply, anumber of the
settlement strategies seekto ensure that new development demonstrates that thereis adequate
water supply capacity. Policy INF8(Water Management Infrastructure) sets outarange of provisions
forsupporting demand management of water resources, the reduction of leakages, the incorporating
SuDS and protecting groundwater resources. Inrelation to demand management, ‘new development
will be required to be designed to Building Regulations water consumption standard for water scarce
areas (currently 110 litres perperson perday). It will also be expectedto accordwith demand
management measures setoutin the Water Resource Management Plans of the water utility company
inthe area of the proposed development.’ This willbe supported by Policy EN15 (Pollution and
Contaminated Land) also seeksto ensure that water supplyis protection from contamination.

Enhancements to Direct, long-term, permanent and None proposed.
water qualityinthe positive.
district
Sustainable water Direct, long-term, permanent and None proposed.
management. positive. Uncertain effects

however.

The development strategy for the Local Plan seeksto focus developmentinthe larger settlements of
the district. Goodaccessibilityto services and facilitiesis central to the quality of life of residents, for
sustaining vitalcommunitiesand for social inclusion. Inthis contextthe development strategy will
reduce the need to travel and enhance accessibility for residents by focusing housingand
employment provisionin the settlements with the broaderrange of services, facilitiesand amenities in
the larger settlements.

Socialinclusionis also closely linked to the vitality of settlements, and the provision of services,
facilities andamenities. Inthis context whilstthe preferred development strategy focuses
developmentin 17 settlementsinthe district, italso seeksto supportthe vitality of a widerrange of
settlements through faciliting the provision of new housingin smaller settlements which have an
appropriaterange of services and facilities. Inthis contextthe viability of services and facilities in
these settlements will be supported through increasing the ability of the local population to support
these amenities. However, it shouldalso be noted thatin certain settlements, anincrease in population
mayincrease pressures on existing services and facilities withoutanimprovementin the capacity of
suchamenities.
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The vitality of settlements is also closely linked to the demographic make-up of residents. For example
younger people areincreasingly likely to be priced out of smaller settlements without a degree of
housing provision. Thiswillhave effects on community vitality by limiting the diversity of age ranges
presentina settlementand reducing the viability of facilities such as localschools. The vitality of
settlementsis also supported by housing development through increasing the localmarket for goods
and services. Inthis context, the development strategy therefore provides appropriate balance
between supporting accessibilityin the larger settlements of the district whilstalso supporting social
inclusioninsmaller settlements.

The Local Plan (through Policy DS1) enables the provision of 8,400 dwellings in Cotswold District
during the planperiod. Giventhatthis figureis based on recentassessments of objectively assessed
need, itis consideredthatthis level of provision willbe appropriate to meet housing requirementsin
the district.

Policy DS2 augmentsthe proposed development strategy for the district by setting out the principle of
developmentwithinthe settlement boundaries, with Policy DS3 setting out the principle of
development outside Cirencester and the Principal Settlements of the district.

Keyhousing challenges in Cotswold Districtinclude housingaffordability. Policy H2 sets outthe
approachto affordable housing in the district, presenting a series of criteria. Thisfocusesonon-site
provision ofaffordable housing of net dwellings on schemes of a size of eleven ormore units, or having
acombined gross floorspace of over 1,000 square metres. Thiswillcomprise up to 30% on brownfield
sites and 40% on other sites. Italso seeksto ensure that smaller developments of less than 0.3ha will
be expected to contribute towards affordable housing provision to meet the identified need inthe
district. Policy H3 (Rural Exception Sites) sets out provisions for rural exception schemes, and the
expectationfortheseto provide 100% affordable housing forlocal needs. These policiesshouldhave
a positive effect onaffordable housing provisioninthe district, including by ensuring that the size of
many sites does not preclude on-site provision of affordable housing without further policy
interventions and thatrural exception schemes are geared towards affordable housing delivery.

In terms of the type and tenure of new housing, Policy H1 (Housing Mix and Tenure to Meet Local
Needs) seeks to ensure that all housing developments .. .provide a suitable mix and range of housing in
terms of size, type and tenure to reflectlocal housing need and demand in both the market and
affordable housing sectors’. Inthis respectthe policy seeksto ensure the provisionof arange of
housing inthe districtincluding self-build, starterhomes and, instead of flats for smaller properties,
houses/bungalows. The policy also seeksto require developersto ‘comply with the Nationally
Described Space Standard, which will support the quality of new housinginthe district.

The availability of housing forlocalpeople will alsobe supported by Policy H5 (Dwellings for Rural
Workers QOutside Settlements) and Policy H6 (Removal of Occupancy Conditions), which willhelp
supportthe availability of housing forthose workingin agricultural, forestry or other land management -
centred occupations.

Policy H7 relates to the provision of sitesto meet the accommodation needs of gypsies, travellers and
travelling showpeople. It provides safeguarding ofexisting sitesand alsoallocates 9 pitches and 2
reserve pitches acrossfourlocations. The policyalso setsouta hierarchyfor consideringnew pitches
inrelationto existing andnew sites.

In terms of the provision of housing for older people, Policy H4 (Specialist Accommodation for Older
People) presentsa set of provisions for residential care accommodation. Thisincludes relatingto
appropriate design of such provision'...to meet the particular requirements of residents with social,
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physical, mentaland/or health care needs’, accessibility provisions, and the integration of a mix of
tenures and affordable housing within such provision. This willhelp supportthe availability of
appropriate housing provisionfor older people inthe district, whichis particularly relevant given the
increasing trend of anageing populationin Cotswold District.

Good accessibility to services andfacilitiesis central to the quality of life of residents, for sustaining
vital communities andto healthand wellbeingas wellas for reducing noise and air pollution, carbon
emissionsand traffic congestion related to heavy dependence on cartravel. Howeveraccessibility to
services and facilitiesis limited in many parts of the district due to the dispersed nature of settlements
and limited public transport provision. Inthis contextaccessibilityin the district will be sup ported by
INF1 (Infrastructure Delivery) and INF2 (Socialand Community Infrastructure) which will support the
provision ofservices, facilitiesand amenities,and Policy EC7 (Retail), Policy EC8 (Main Town Centre
Uses) and the policy forthe Cirencester Town Strategy (Policy S1-S3), which willenhance accessibility
by sustainable transportmodesand reduce the need to travel by focusing services, facilitiesand
amenities inthe town centres of the larger settlements. However whilsttown centres are the most
accessiblelocationsinthe district, rural accessibility is a keyissue for manyin the district, due in part
to elements relating to the viability of services. Assuch, Policy DS3 (Residential Development Outside
Cirencesterand the Principal Settlements) facilities the provision of new housingin smaller
settlements which have anappropriate range of services andfacilities.

Accessibility will be further supported by the policies relating to sustainable transport, which will
enhance transport options by non-carmodes. Inthis contexta key policyis Policy INF3 (Sustainable
Transport), which seeks to promote the use of non-car modes through supporting travel choice,
enhance pedestrianand cycle links and green infrastructure networks, support enhancements to
public transport networks and promote accessibility for those with disabilities. Thiswill be further
supported by Policy INF4 (Highway Safety), which focuses onroad safety for vulnerable road users, the
policies facilitating enhancementsto the district's greeninfrastructure networks (including EN2, EN3
and INF7, supported by policiesENT, EN4,EN7-9,INF1 and INF3, the policy promoting the restoration
ofthe Thames and Severn Canal (SP3) and the policy supporting the recreational offer of the River
Thames (SP4). These policieswilltherefore support the provisions of the recently updated
Gloucestershire Local Transport Plan.

In terms of educational facilities, the Social and Community Infrastructure policy (Policy INF2) facilitates
the provision of new educationalfacilitiesinthe district.

Housing provision Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
takes fullaccountof  positive overall.
housing need.

Increased deliveryof  Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
affordablehousing.  positive.

Provideforgypsy Direct, long-term, permanent (?) None proposed.
and travellersitesto  and positive.

meet projected

need.

Improved accessto  Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
services and positive.
facilities.
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Increased use of Direct, long-term, permanent and None proposed.
sustainable positive.

transportmodes,

including public

transportand

walking and cycling.

Increased provision  Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.

of community positive.

infrastructure.

Provision of Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
improved positive.

accessibility to multi-
functional open

spaces.

Reduced Direct, long-term, permanentand None proposed.
dependencyonthe positive.

private car.

The development strategy forthe Local Planfocusesresidential provisioninthe 17 larger settlements
inthe districts.

Good accessibility to services andfacilitiesis a key influence on health and wellbeing through
enhancing access to healthand leisure facilities andrecreational opportunities. Inthis contextthe
development strategy will reduce the need to travel and enhance accessibility forresidents by
focusing housingand employment provisionin the settlements with the broader range of services,
facilities andamenitiesinthe larger settlements.

Healthand wellbeingin the districtis closely related to a number of factors, including accessibility to
services and facilities, the use of healthier modes of travel,accessto high quality greeninfrastructure
provision, the quality of housing, levels of crime and security and optimising the benefits that the
natural environment offers to the health-and wellbeing of residents.

A central impact of the policies on health and wellbeing will be through protectingand enhancing the
district's high quality environment. This provides space - including naturalgreen space - forrecreation
and relaxation, as well as airandwater quality benefits. Thereis nowrobustevidence thataccess to
natureimproves people's health and wellbeing through encouraging healthy outdoor recreation and
relaxation. Inthis contexta number of the policies protectlandscape character (see Section 5.6) and
the policies supportingenhancementsto greeninfrastructure networks (including specifically Policy
EN2, EN3 and INF7, supportedby policiesENTand EN4,EN7-9,INF1 and SP3-5) willhelp deliver the
multi-functional environmental and social benefitsand accessibility of existing open spacesto
underpinthe health, enjoyment and wellbeing of the community. Policy EC4 (Proposalsfor All Types Of
Employment-Generating Uses) will further support this through seeking to ensure thatthereis no net
loss of playing pitch provision and other outdoor sporting facilities.
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Policies INF3, INF4, INF7, EN2and EN3 will help indirectly promote health and wellbeingimprovements
by supporting more sustainable modes of transport and road safety, with benefits forairand noise
qualityand encouraging more active travel (though given the dispersed nature of settlementand
facilities existing dependence on private cars in many parts of the districtislikely to remainrelatively
high). The Local Plan policies willalso promote the healthand wellbeingin the district by promoting
accessibility to services and facilities. Inthis context Policies INF1 (Infrastructure Delivery) and INF2
(Social and Community Infrastructure) will support the provision of amenities inthe district. Likewise
Policy EC7 (Retail), Policy EC8 (Main Town Centre Uses) andthe policy for the Cirencester Town
Strategy (Policy S1-S3) will enhance accessibility to health services and leisure / recreational
opportunities by sustainable transportmodes andreduce the need to travel to such facilities by
focusing services, facilities and amenitiesin the town centres of the larger settlements.

The policyforthe Thames and the Severn Canal (SP3) and the River Thames (SP4) will also support the
rejuvenation of the canal and river as a keyrecreational asset promoting the health and wellbeing of
residents and visitors, and the policy forformer mineralsworkings at the Cotswolds Water Park (SP5)
will similarly promote the remediation of such workings for leisure andrecreation purposes.

Crime and the fear of crime can undermine health and wellbeing by causing stress andanxiety. There
are very few explicitreferences to crimeinthe Local Plan documentbutthereis clear evidence of the
ability to ‘design out' crime through high quality design. Theissue howeveris addressedthrough
Policy EN2's application of the Cotswold Design Code, including through the elements addressed
through'inclusive design’. Alongside, the National Planning Practice Guidance providesdirectionon
the issueinits Design guidance. As such further guidanceis notanticipatedto berequiredinthe Local
Planonthisissue.

In terms of the indirect effects on health from the Local Plan policies, the housing policies (see Section
5.8) refers to provision of housing to meetlocal needs, including extra care housing for older people
and the Policy EN2 seeks to promote sustainable design. Accessto decenthousingisanimportant
wider determinant of health so these policies have the potential to indirectly supportimprovedhealth
outcomes and reduced healthinequalities. The policieswhichwill supportimproved environmental
quality (Section 5.3) willalso support health and wellbeing through reducing effects onhealth from
noise and air quality issues.

Improvementsin Indirect, long-term, permanentand Noneproposed
mental and physical ~ positive.

healththrough

enhancement of the

quality of the built
environmentand
publicrealm

Improvements to Indirect, long-term,permanentand Noneproposed
mental and physical  positive.

health through

prioritising transport

modes otherthan

cars and improving

accessibilityto

services and

facilities.
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Enhancements to Indirect, long-term, permanent(?) None proposed.
strategicand local and positive.

greeninfrastructure

networks, helping to

address existing

deficienciesinthe

district.

The Local Plandevelopment strategy identifiesa need to planforin excess of 24 hectares of Bclass
employmentland overthe planperiod. Thisis basedonananticipatedtotaljob growth of between
10,500and 11,900jobs, whichis based on economic forecasts, historic rates, of business
development, market signals andlabour supply. Inaddition to recognizing the anticipated employment
needs for the district, italso recognizes GFirst's Strategic Economic Plan, which does not consider
Cotswold Districtto be the key focus for economic growthin Gloucestershire. Italso acknowledges
the recognition of the competitive advantage of larger surrounding towns, such as Swindon,
Cheltenham and Gloucester, andtheiridentificationin other Strategic Economic Plans askeylocations
forgrowth.

The Local Plan seeks to deliver atleast 27 hectares of employmentland through specific allocations
in:

e Cirencester

e Bourton-on-the-Water
o  Chipping Campden

e |echlade

e MoretoninMarsh

o Tetbury

o  Willersey

In this context, the development strategy will support the continued and proportionate growth of
employmentinthe district through the provision of an appropriate level of employment land, whilst also
offering the flexibility for further employment provision to be deliveredinaddition to the proposed
allocations.

More broadly the development strategy for the Local Plan seeks to focus residential developmentin
the 17 Principal Settlementsin the district. However, the Local Plan doesnot preclude developmentin
smaller settlements where deemedappropriate. The development strategy therefore provides a
balance between supportingthe economic vitality of the larger settlements in the district, whilst also
supporting the vitality and viability of smaller settlements.
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Policy EC1 (Employment Development) puts forwarda number of provisions designedto promote the
economic vitality of Cotswold District. Thisincludesthrough supportingthe creation of high quality
jobs which capitalize onthe district's existingacademic and training institutions and research
organisations, employment opportunities which meetlocal andrural needs and supporting sustainable
working practices.

This will be supportedby Policy EC2 (Safeguarding Employment Sites). This setsout provisionsfor
existing employment sitesinthe district, and provides the framework for enabling such sitesto expand
and intensify. Italso precludes theloss of existing usesand change of use. The palicy's focuson
existing employmentlocations alsoreflects theimportance of existing sites in the district forthe
economy, as highlighted by the Employment Land Review'" (Cotswold Economy Study, PBA 2012).

The policies for Cirencester town centre (Policy S3a to S3f) provide a range of provisions for
enhancing the vitality and viability of Cirencester town centre. Thisincludesthe provision of5,600m?
of comparisonretail floorspace and 1,300m? of net convenience floorspace inthe plan period,
resistance to theloss of town centre uses atappropriate locations, the delivery and implementation of
a Transportand Parking Strategy, promotion of the town's tourism economy and enhancementsto the
publicrealm. Policy S3falsosets out provisions fortown centre sites, including through seeking to
ensure masterplansare preparedforthe comprehensive redevelopment of key sites and seekingto
ensure such sites provide for B1 office provisionand (potentially) start-up space. These policies
thereforerecognise the importance of the town centre for the district's economic vitality and the
central role Cirencester has in providingemployment opportunities.

Policy EC4 sets outarange of provisions for three key employment sites which have been designated
as ‘Special Policy Areas’. These are:the Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester; Campden BRI,
Chipping Campden; and the Fire Services College, Moreton-in-Marsh. The policy's focusonthese
three locationswill support key sectors for thelocaleconomy and help ensure that these economic
assets will continue to expandand thrive. Economic vitality will be further supported by the policy's
other provisions, includingthe protection and enhancement of landscape character and environmental
qualityand promotingaccessibility to these keylocations. Existingemploymentuseswithinthe
safeguarded areaat Kemble Airfieldwillalsobe supported by the Kemble Airfield policy's (SP2) focus
oncurrent aerodrome uses, and, outside of the safeguardedarea, the permitting of classes B1,B2 and
B8. This will supportthe vitality of the location.

Therural economy of the districtis a key economic driverand animportant source of employment and
vitality forrural areas. Recognisingthis, Policy EC1(Employment Development) seeksto supportthe
vitality of the rural economy, and Policy EC3 (Proposals for All Types of Employment-Generating Uses)
facilitates small-scale employment provision outside settlement boundaries and established
employment sites which facilitates the retention or growth of a local employment opportunityand is
supported byabusinesscase. Therural economywillalso be supportedby Policy EC5 (Rural
Diversification), which supports agricultural diversification whilst seeking to ensure that the continued
operation of the agriculturaland/or otherland-basedrural business issupported. As suchthe policy
will supportthe existingagricultural economy whilst facilitating diversification which promotes the
development of new sectors of the rural economy.

PolicyH1 and H3 sets outarange of provisionsrelating to the size, type and tenure of housingto be
provided throughthe Local Plan, including outside of the Principal Settlements (Policy H3). Thiswill
supportthe delivery of housing which meets the requirements of local people, supporting local
economic vitality. Theavailability of housingforlocal peoplewill alsobe supported by Policy H5

" PBA (October 2012) Cotswold Economy Study
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(Dwellings for RuralWorkers Outside Settlements) and Policy H6 (Removal of Occupancy Conditions),
whichwill help support the availability of housing for those working inagricultural, forestry or other land
management-centred occupations. As such,these policies wouldbe expectedto have a positive
effect onthe rural economyinterms of providingaccommodation for rural workers.

Thedistrictis a significant resource for recreation andtourism, which plays a significantrole in the local
economy. There are number of policieswithin the Local Plan which will encourageincreased
engagementin cultural activity by the community and promote sustainable tourism. Forexample, the
policies relatingto the protection of landscape character (EN1-6), the historic environment (EN10-13),
biodiversity (EN7-9)and greeninfrastructure (INF7,EN2, EN3,EN4 and EN5) will conserve and enhance
the key assetsinthe district (including relating to the AONB's Special Qualities) which drawtouriststo
the area, while improvements to public transport will indirectly facilitate engagement in cultural activity
throughincreasingaccessibility INF3 and INF4). The policiesfor the Thames andthe Severn Canal
(SP3)and River Thames will also support the rejuvenation of the canal and promote the River Thames
as key assets forthe tourism sector and visitor economy, and the policies for Cirencester (in particular
Policy S3c) presentsa series of provisions for enhancing the visitorand tourism sectorin the town.
The policyforLechlade-on-Thames (Policy S7) also supports proposalsfora hotel or similar tourist
accommodationinthe town, the policy for Northleach (Policy S12) supports a series of tourism
initiatives inthe town, and the policy for Stow-on-the-Wold (Policy S13) supports the development of a
new townmuseum. These policies will be reinforcedby Policy EC1T(Employment Development), which
seeks to 'support sustainable tourism in ways that enable the District to attract higher numbers of
longer-stay visitors. and the rural diversification policy (Policy EC5).

Other policies seekto provide for the necessaryinfrastructure to support sustainable tourismas well
as discouraging negative impacts such as increased traffic congestion. Policy EC10 (Development of
Tourist Facilitiesand Visitor Attractions) sets out criteria relating to the development of visitor
attractions and Policy EC10 does the same forvisitoraccommodation. Overall thereis a presumption
infavour of encouraging new accommodation within existing settliements rather than open
countryside and the reuse and rejuvenation of existing buildings. Thiswill help secure the potential
benefits from tourism for existing settlements.

In relationto other elements linked to the Economy and Enterprise theme, Policy EC7 (Retail) should
have a positiveimpact on the vitality of communities by seekingto protect the vitality and viability of
specifictownand village centres, supported by policy and Policy EC8 (Main Town Centre Uses) which
establishes criteria for development proposalsfortown andvillage centre development. INF 1
(Infrastructure Delivery) and INF2 (Social and Community Infrastructure) willalso help to supportthe
vitality of communities by securing the delivery of community infrastructure to meetlocal needsand
securing the infrastructure investment requiredto support new development.

Enhancement of Indirect, long-term,permanentand Noneproposed.
landscape character  positive.

and otherkey

attributes of the

districtwill support
tourism growth
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Increaseintourism
through a well-
planned approach,
including provision of
supporting
infrastructure

Direct, long-term, permanent,
positive and negative.

None proposed.

Maintainand
enhance the vitality
of communities by
securing the delivery
of community
infrastructure.

Direct, long-term, permanentand
positive.

None proposed.

Maintainand
enhance the vitality
of communities by
securing supporting
infrastructure as part
of new development.

Direct, long-term, permanentand
positive.

None proposed.

Employmentinrural
areas.

Direct, long-term, temporary and
positive.

None proposed.
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Cotswold Local Plan: Focussed Changes SA Report

This SA Reportaccompanies the current consultation onthe Focussed Changesforthe Cotswold
District Local Plan.

Oncethe period forrepresentations on the Focussed Changes concludes, the mainissues raised will
beidentified and summarised by Cotswold District Council. The Local Planwill then be submitted for
Examination, alongside a statement setting out the mainissuesraised during the consultation. The
Council will also submit the SA Report.

At Examination, the Inspector willconsider representations (alongside the SA Report) before then
either reporting back onthe Local Plan's soundness oridentifying the need for modifications. If the
Inspectoridentifies the need for modifications to the Plan these will be prepared (and undergo SA) and
then be subjectto consultation (withan SA Report Addendum published alongside).

Oncefound to be'sound’, the Local Plan will be formally adopted by the Council. Atthe time of
Adoption, a SA ‘Statement’ must published that sets out (amongst other elements) ‘the measures
decided concerningmonitoring.

The SEA Directive states that'member states shall monitor the significant environmental effects of the
implementation of plansand programmes....in order, inter alia, to identify atan early stage unforeseen
adverse effects, and to be able to undertake appropriate remedialaction’ (Article 10.1). Inaddition, the
Environmental Report (or SA Report) should provide information on a ‘description of the measures
envisaged concerning monitoring' (Annex| (i)). To limit the potentialburdens related to monitoring
associatedwith the SA process, monitoring shouldbe undertaken smartly. For this reason, the
proposed monitoring framework should focus onthose aspects of the environment that are likely to be
negativelyimpactedupon, where theimpactis uncertain or where particular opportunities for
improvementmightarise.

outlines suggestions fora monitoring programme for measuring the Local Plan's
implementationinrelation to the areas where the SA has identified significant opportunitiesforan
improvementin sustainability performance to arise. Italso seeks to monitor where uncertainties
relating to the appraisalfindingsarose and suggests where monitoringis required to help ensure that
the benefits of the Local Plan are achieved through the planning process.

The purpose of monitoringis to measure the significant sustainability effects of a plan, aswell as to
measure success againstthe plan's objectives. Itis therefore beneficialif the monitoring strategy
builds onmonitoring systemswhich are already inplace. To this end, many of the indicators of
progresschosenforthe SA require data thatis already being routinely collectedatalocal level by
CotswoldDistrict Council andits partner organisations. It shouldalsobe noted that monitoringcan
provide useful information to inform the development future plansand programmes, including future
iterations of the Local Plan.
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SA Report

Useofland Percentage of development Cotswold Annual
taking place on previously District Council
developedland

Loss ofthe bestand most Number of hectares of land Cotswold Annual

versatile agriculturalland classifiedas Grade 1,2 or 3a District Council
land sterilised by new
development

Effect of housing, Carbonfootprintof Cotswold  Cotswold Annual

employmentand District District Council

infrastructure provisionon

greenhouse gas emissions.

Effectonthe delivery of Renewable energyinstallation  Cotswold Annual

renewable energy capacityin MW District Council

Effects onlandscapeand Percentage of new Cotswold Annual

townscape character developments which are District Council
informed by detailed
characterisation studies

Sustainable waste Percentage of household Cotswold Annual

management waste recycled District Council

Employmentinthetraditional Numberof people employed Cotswold Annual

sectors of CotswoldDistrict's  inagriculture and tourism District Council

economy

Employmentin emerging Number of people employed Cotswold Annual

sectors of CotswoldDistrict's  inemerging economicsectors  District Council

economy

Caruse Proportion of people travelling Cotswold Annual

toworkby public transport or
walking and cycling

District Council
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