
Pan political.
End untreated sewage. 
Improve effluent standards. 
Make rivers safe for all.

HOW?

Investigation.
Communication and Education.
Engagement.
+ The Law.
LOCAL AND NATIONAL.

Registered Charity 
Number 1199418

windrushwasp.org

http://www.windrushwasp.org/


Water company staff are not the problem – They are vital to the solution



22 October 2018 – WODC Water Day  - included WASP  after BBC Countryfile.

What have we learned?





‘No evidence of pollution in the Windrush’ –
Environment Agency 2019 

Windrush

Thames



According to the EA in 
2019 there was no 
evidence of pollution in 
the River Windrush.



Changing the game
How?





18 months to decide to visit the crime 
scenes.

2 years to actually get to only some of 
them.

Opaque and no indication that 
Directors investigated.

No independent oversight.

No Confidence.







3% of bills 
spent on 
loans

That would be 
good

If it was true



Stanley Root

Former audit 
partner, with 29 
years’ experience 
at one of the Big 
Four accountancy 
firms



‘We would love to do more but Ofwat won’t let us’

Thames Water was funded for 812 ‘outputs’ in 2020 –
2025 – Allowed £672M

108 ‘outputs’ pushed back to 2025 – 2030 + £1.134Bn 
extra required.

What about the extra £2Bn ‘investment’ promised this 
year? 

Purely to keep the company afloat and delivering 
returns?



Not forgetting Severn Trent





Fairford Sewage Treatment Works



‘‘Water infrastructure has not kept pace with development 
growth over decades’ Defra 2021

100 houses = 30 tonnes of sewage/wastewater per day

How do we move forward



Key messages.

Not pro or anti development –
anti making lives worse.

Not holding up housing – that 
is the water companies and 
regulators fault.

Protecting quality of life and 
public health  for existing and 
new residents.

Publish with every press 
release.

Highlight previous neglect –
tactical decision.

Case study.

Vaughan Lewis and 
Geoff Tombs.










The law, 
Transparency
Public scrutiny
Value for money
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